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Dedicatory. 


ſome times: And the ſame 


hath been beſtowed upon 


me by the bounty. 0 {eve 
Noble Brother, 


Lord Mod taban 


Wherefore what 1fſue ſo- 


ever ſhall reſult from my 


| mind, by hu meanes moſt 


. | happily marryed to-a re- 


tired life, muſt of due re- 
dound to hy Honour , 

as the ſole Proprietarie 
of my paines during my 


- [preſent condition. N( ow 
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The Epiſtle 
beene a Sonne, ( 1 mean, 


bad it been a Worke of 
Maſculine beauty and 
bipneſſe ) it ſhould have 
waited as a Page in De-|! 
dication to his Honour. , 
But fmaing it to be of J 
the weaker ſexe, little in|} 
flrength, and low m ſta- 
ture, may it be admitted |. 
(Madam) to attend on| 1 
your Ladiſhip, bu Ho- |? 
nours Siſter. 

F need not mind your | : 
Ladiſhip how God hath 
nag outward hap- 


pineſſe 
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pineſſe unto you by the 
Cubit of the Sanctua- 
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\e| that one would be poſed 
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-, | your Ladiſhip doth en- 
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the Reader pardon. Thus 


, _ de- X 


To the Reader. 


prove to the glory of 


cation, I reſt, \ 


7 4 
£& 
Ne 


Thinein _w—_— 


deſiring that my Pn dl 
thine, and my 0Wne edifi-|, 


—_—_—_——_— 
- PE OEE——_ — 


_ 

400300 4008.- 
ti-\r HE CONTENTS 
| ofthe ſeverall Dialogues. 


r I, Dialogue. 

4 | - What 4 wounded conſcience & , 

2, wherewith the godly and reprobate 
may be tortured. page 1, 


2. Dial. 
\ What uſe they are to make there- 
| of, who neither hitherts were (nor 
Fs | haply hereafter ſhall be) wiſted with 
4 wounded conſcince. P.7. 
3. Dial. 

Three ſolemne ſeaſons when men 
are ſurpriſed with wounded conſci- 
ences. p.14- 

4. Dial. 

The great torment'of 4 wounded 
*' | conſcience , proved by Reaſons and 


| 
| 
| 


Examples. P-20 
£ 5..Dial. 
Soveraign uſes to be made of the 


6. Dial. 
That- in ſome caſes more repen- 
tance muſt be preached to 4 wounded 


conſcience, P-36. 
Ros * 
onely Chrift « to be applied to 
fonles truly contrite. Fee 3+ 
8. Dial, 


£4 | 
ary to the objeitions of 4 
wo 


| 


d conſcience, drawne from 
the grievenſneſſe of his ſins. 'p:500. 
9. Dial. 


Anſwers to the objeFions 'of -4. 
wounded conſcience drawn from the 
fightneſſe of his Repemtance. p.59 

10:Dial We. 


. Anſwers to the objettions. of a 
wounded conſcience; drawn from the 
feebleneſſe of hip faith, P72. 
DIP 11s Dialat , > viva 

God alone can ſatisfie all. evjedtions 

of 4 wounded copſcience. P.76. 


I'2., 


torment of a wounded conſcience_. 
3 Page 30. |: 


_— OT 


12 iSiaf. 
Means tobe uſeilbywounded ron- 


|ſetemses, for ”y Velhviring of coms- 


ow! a— 2 
13. Dial. 
Foure wholſome counſels for 4 
wounded conſcience to pratfice_. 
P95» 
14: Dal. 
Comfortable © meditations for 
wonndea conſciences to muſe upon. 
P-10z 
| Y, I þ Dial. , 
That is nevalwayes the greateſt in 
whereof a man bs guilty, Shady 
hs —— ID moſt pained for the 


preſem. P-111. 
16. Dial. 


Obſtruitions hindring the ſpeedy 
flowing of comfort into 4 troubled 
p>. p.118. 
3 11, * 19, Did. 
What is to be conceived of their 
| finall eftate who die in « wounded 
conſcience without any viſible com- 


Te. $3 124; 


| 13 Dial. 
of the different time and manner 
of the comming of comfort to ſuch 
who are healed of 4 wounded conſci» 
ence. 134: 
19. Dial. ny 
How ſuch who are compleatly. cu- 
red of a wounded conſcience, ave to 
demeane themſelves, P.140 
20. Dial. 
Whether one cured of a wounded 


cox;cience, be ſubjeiF to arelapſe. 


cl P-147+ 
21. Dial. 
wWheather it be lawfall to pray for, 
or to pray againſt , or to praiſe God 


for a wounded conſcience. p.152. 


ELL EL 
. 


$400004404044444444444 
3 FRHEDDISS SES 


THE 


CARS E &, CURE 
hn. , 1,1 QF 
Awwbinded Conſcience. 


1. Dialogue. ' - \ 
What a wounded Conſcience t, 
' Tberewith the Godly and Re- 

probate may be tortured. 


OED Tinforhens. 
_— We Wh Feing the beſt way Ag- 
BY Ga 007 70 brow + woun- 
kl ded Conſcience, by 
SP ASI wofull experience, i 
= IO Wes 
fo IF: he ders prien 

rve me (pray you)rhe defcrs 
of # wounded Conlceace h 

f 
F | 


' The Cauſe and Cure 
the higheſt degre: thereof. 
Philologus. It is'a Confclenses. 
*Pla. 38.3 frighted ar the fight of * fio, ant” 
weaght'of Gods wrath, even an- 
to the deſpaire okalbpardon, du. 
ring the preſent Agony... _ .. 
... Tim: 1s there any difference be” 
*Pſal. 51. fwixt 4 broken * ſpirit, and 4 
7. wounded Conlrience,is ihi your 
no 7 SS CCI, 
Phil, Excecdihg much : for a 
| broken ſpirit is to be prayed and 
labouredfor,as the moſt healrh- 
full- and happy teinper of 'the 
ſoule, Ictring-1a as much..com- 
fort, as it leakes out ſorrow for 
finne :* Whereas a wounded con- 
ſcience is a taiferable maladicof 
the; mind, filling it for the pfe-- 
—_ h deſpaire. Y 
| im. 1n thi your {enſe is wet the 
3 conſcience wo every time_. 
that the ſoule.is ſourtten with guilti- 
Meſſe for any ſinne-commuried s _ - 
Phil, God tobid : otherwiſe 


his | 


his ſervants would be in 4 ſad 


| condition , as in the caſc of D+ 
vids ſwinenby his owne heart, * :, San, 


(as he thooght) OVer- 245+ 
wr yr. Gods Aneinted,in cut- 


mn} prorreger Savks gar» 


| Wy er preed 
—_———_— by faith, and neyer 
come to t 


height to be-coun- 
ted and called wonnded conſci- 
ances. 

Tim. Are the godly 4d woll as 
the wicked, fabj : ? 


e& to this 
"Phil, Yes venily : Feſſcls of bs- 
new 25 well _ els wrath in 
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in the godly » «nd in- the repro: 


bare * s ;(3G> L, 


Phil.” None at all ;  ofr.times | 


in. the. partics/ -apprenenfions.; | 


both'(for the time: being) con+ 
ccivingtheir eftates equally des | 


ſperatez little, iFany,in the wides {; 
neſſe and anguiſhof'the wowndit þ; 


ſclfe, which (forthe time) may | 
be as tedious and torturing inthe}, 


godly, as inthe wicked. 


Tim, How then dye they aiferr | 
Phil;. Exceeding much!” inf, 
Gods intention, gathing thewic- 


ked.as MalefaFors,out * Juſtice, 


but lancing the'® god, outoll, 


love, as a Surgeon his Paris 


Likewiſe they differ in the'iflue 


and event of the; wound , whachſ; 

ends in the cternall confuſion off? 

'theone, bur in che correQtion & 

amendment ofthe omg $7315 
Tim: Some have 

'themidft of their pain; by 1 .barl 


they may be diftingaiſhes, 
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3" Lhe Godly, whey wounded, com- 
*” inlain mo \ hy + roma and the 
© wicked of their ſufferings, - 
*> | Phil, I bave heardas much; 
+ \But.dare not laytoo. much freſe 
es (Ph Y 
a, (nthis ſlender. figne, (to; make 
1 4 ir - yay 4 true) for teare of fai- 
'Y itax +. arc oft times ſo 
he cx ſofriv interwoven in the 
: y ame. perſon, yea in the ſame 
"* figh- and  Groane, that ſome- 
Fsimes it isimpoſſible for the par. 
"Ric himſelf ſo co ſeparate and di- 
"ide. chemin his qwne ſenſe and 
— Fccling, as ro. know which pro- 
- . *cecedeth from rhe one and which 
oh romthe other, Onely the All- 
{ecing Ze of ;an infinite God is 
9 able to diſcerne and diftinguifh 
£1McmMm. 18110 &Y « Hf2 2:88 
4, Tim, Infarwe, ms cancers; 
"be Natore of Wounded Coal 
_ nces in the wicked. 
pe -\pb&. Excuſe he herein : I re- 
F | B3 member 


| g.For orrow tor fin, and ſorrow | 
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Yare ON 


De mirab. 
Scrip:.lib, 
1.C.23, 


* Angelic ryember a Paſſace in $,* Aucu-! 
fine, who enqure what ihe 


dicus qua- be the cauſe 
liter fait 4n 
fit indicare 


deſiinavit . 


The Cauſe wid Cure | 


Surgeon 


Of whoſe words thus farre It, 
make uſe , that avit was nor ac-} | 
cording to Gods pleaſure to re 
ſtore the Devils, ſo it being a4 
bove' mans power to cure 

wounded conſcience in the wicked, 
will not meddle with that whict 
I cannot mend : Onely will ir 
fiſt on a wounded conſcience' it 
Gods children, where, by God 
bleding, one may be the inftru; 
ment, to give ſome caſe, and res 


3.Dial £ 


EY TE TT" 


(V9 


4 
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Jean Rh ef baradef 
Mn ence 
Fw dy 10s, hve vrer filet pee' 
| fuch a manager and. meature, as 
[ amounterh to 4 wounded eauſet- 
| yh net the pangs is 
ial ap birth 6c 
B 4 pains 
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painful unto them ? 


Phil. Painful, but in different 
degrees, Thi Bleſſed Virgin Mary 


(moſt hold) was deliver'd withs 


peers dag 66 as wxll,mey that 
ore. withour: orrow , 


pct 


is. decived We fin. ( 
<ihren otifract were fpright- 
full and og unlike the Zgyp1i-! 


* Exod.1. 4n5,* The former fayour none 


9 -<anhdveinthear tir 


14- 


wckhelater fomerc ive,who! 
F other:whiles taſting. of 
legall frighrs and fearsg yet God 


* PCaLat, Tor? prevevicth them with hs bleſ-t 
tharthcy 


Zo 


{mart 


'\nov10 iUceply theveih a5 other 
Remy 3112} on 7319; 77 


T! .i/Tim /! 
monly have 


ommaiaget\ n- 


PhiloGenerally: fiich., who 


never were notoriouſly profa 
anehaye had the benefitof god-}.. 
(by education Yann | 


» KY oF 
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aethaconbich Com 
"gems ojage in their 


nc, 


of-a wounded: Conſcience. 
In-fome Corporations, the ſons 
it | of Free-men,: bred under-their 
75 | Fathers in their: Profeſſion, may 
n+ | ſet up and exerciſe theit'Bathers 
at | 77ade,without cver being bound 
' , | Apprentices thercunto.Suchichil- 
». [dren whoſe pareves have: been 


C 


t- | CitiZens of new * Feruſalems, and * Gal. 4: 
ti. 1 have bcen bred in the myſterie 55; 


P 


nc | of. godlineſle ,: oftentimes are Heb.1z. 
+ | entred' inta- Religion without >** 


ho {any (tirit of bondage ſeizing: upon 
of | them, a great: benefit. and rare 
od | bleſſing, where God in his gdod- 
e/-+neſſeis pleaſed ro. beſtow iti: * 
art} . Tim, 'What way be the reaſon of 
ct | Gods: ſo differets. dealing with his 
.: } ownte Servants;-, thes ſome of then 
me- | are fo deeply ,und ovhers not at all af- 
tir) flicted with a wounded confci- 
ii Zence 2 kN, x0 niT 
ho} :?hil.  Eveh ſo Father becuaſe, if 
nes }pleafeth thee, Ye.in buntilatgehcle 
2d-} Reaſons maybe alligned;i1.::To 
ts] ſhew himſclfe a free Agent, ,not 
In 4A con- 


2© The Cauſe and Cure 

confined to follow che ſame pre- 

cedent,and to deal. with all as he 

taſtes ds qrocee age ts 

of his gs 

oo ret op _— 

judiciouſly 

meet ib ouch diverfity and 

being being both ingorant when, and 

uncertaine kr 17h God 
*Pla.123- ill vifit them with weended Con 
- ciences, ray wait on him with 
humble hearrs,cinthe worke of 
their ſalvation, looking or the Eyes 
of the * ſervants. to receive Orders 

vche band of their Maſter, but 
what,when, array 6 grew ror 
not, which wat 

er es op depen- 
dance on his pleaſure | 
Tim. 149 one theſe, whom 

God bitherro hath led with a 
wounded Confcience : give me 


oo yay On 
505 | | phil, 
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" of a wounded Conſrience. 

* Phil, Firſt be heartily chank- 
fullto Gods infinite goodneſle, 
who hath not dealt thus with &- 
very one. - Now becauſe Repes- 
ravce hath two parts, Mewning, 


and mending, or Humil:atiow, and 
"the more God hath 


Reformation, 
abated thee, inthe former, out 
of his» Gemleneſſe , - the more 
muſt thou Increaſe inthelatter, 
out of thy' Gratitade, What thy 
Hamiliation hath wanted of other 
men, in the deeb rhereof, lerth 
Ieferwſon make up inrhe 
thereot , ſpreading into an uni- 
verſall obedhenze unto all Gods 
Commandements. Well may 
heexpeR more wok to bedone 
bye mol who hath laid leſſe 


| Weg be borne on thy 


44.75 hay 
'Tira. what other ofe moſt I make 


« fury yore enmomet+ .: 
bound the more 


pant Cn eealt Godernds, 


ee LS; 


ſelfe for the time to come ? 
Phil. Be not high minded, but 


feare; for thou canſt not infalli- 


bly inferre , That becauſe thou 
haſt not hitherto, hereafter thou 
ſhalt not taſte of a_wounded con- 
ſcience, | 
Tim, 1will therefore for the 
fmture with continuall feare , wait 
for the comming thereof. ; 
Phil, Wait net tor it with ſer. 


vile feare, but watch againſt it | - 


my | 


with conſtant carefulnes, There | 


is « {laviſh feare to be viſited | 


with a woanded conſcjence, which \' 


feare is to be avoided, for it is 
oppoſite ro the.. tree. ſpirit of 
Grace, derogatory tothe good: 


eſe of God in his Goſpel," de- | 
Rrucive. ro: ſpirizull joy, which | 
 VV3%'DI&E we | 


of a Witinded Conſcience. 
:. { we ought alwaycs tohave, and 
4 | dangerousto the ſoule wrecking 
it with anxieties,, and unworthy 
ſuſpitions... ' Thus to. feare a 
" wounded conſcience, is.in part to 
| feele it, antidating ones miſery, 
it | andtormenting himſelfe before 
;.. | the time}, ſeeking for that he 
a | would be loth to finde: like the , | 
i | wicked in the * Goſpel, of whom ,-****% 
|. | iris ſaid, Mens hearts failing them 
' | far feare, and luking for thoſe_> 
| chings which are comming. Far be 
| fuch a feare-from thee, nd all 
{ good Chriſtians, -* 
| - Tim. Whatfeare then 66-5t, that 
| you ſo lately recommended unto me ? 
+ Phil, One: conſiſting. in the 
| cautions . avoiding of-all cauſes 
: and occaſions of a wounded con- 
' ſcience , conjayned with 2 confi- 
dence in Gods goodneſle, thar 
| he will either-preſerve us from, 
| or proteRusin the torture there- 
| of, and it heever ſcnds it, will 
| ns ſanRQifie 


13 


mar 2 1... 
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ſanRificit in us,to his Glory,and | 
our Good. May I, you, and all 
Gods (ſervants , ever have this 
noble feare (as I may termeit) in 
our hearts, 


—_—_—_—_ 


[1I. Dialogue. 


Three folemne ſeaſons when men 
are. ſurprized with wounded | 


conſciences. 


Tim. Y. Hat are thoſe times, | « 
wherein ,.4 ww 
commonly ave «ſſauited with woun- | t 
ded conſciences ? 42 
Phil. So bad-a gneff may viſit | 
a man atany houre of his life: | 1 
For no- fcaſon is unſcafonable « 
for Godto be juſt, Satan to be *1 
miſchievous, and finfull manto / « 
be miſerable , yet ix happencth ! e 
cſpecially' at three principall } - 
times. | | "JD 4 
Tim. 


c 
5 
1 
f 
t 
C 
F 
| 
C 
3 


of a wonnded Conſcience. 
ad | _- Tim. Of theſe, which i the fr ft? 
1 | 244.In the twilight of a mans 
is [converſion , inthe very conflict 
in |and combat betwixt nature and 
Innitiall grace. For then he that 
formerly (lept in carnall ſecuri- 
ty, is awakened with his fearfull 
condition: God, as he faith, ?ſad. 
| 50+ 21, ſerteth hs ſins in order be- 
Nt | fore his ejes. Inprimic, the fin of 
d | his conception, Hem, the fines 
| of his childhood. Item, of his 
| youth. tems, of _ eſtate, 
s, | &c,* Or, Inprimes, finnes againft 
7 |the firſt cable, Jtem, fins againſt 
1- | the ſecond gy ſa many of 
rance, ſo many. of knowledge, 
it | ſo many of preſumption ſeveral- 
: | ly ſorted by themſclves. Hee 
c nenines finances contuſedly , 
c ? hudling them up in heaps, bur 
o | God feats thew jw order, and me- 
h ! chodizerh them to his hand. - 
Ul | - Tim. : Sins thum ſet inerder wauſt 
weeds be 4 terrible pght. 4 
[ PR16- 
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Phil.” Yes ſurely; the' rather 


becauſethe Metaphor may feem Þ/ 


taken from ſetting an Army in F 
Battell array. At this conflitin 

his firft converſion, Bebold s troup I 
of finnes commeth ,, and when 
God himſcif ſhal marſhall them 
in Renk and File;what guilty coftt- 
ſcience is able roendute the fa- 
rious' charge” of* ſo - great and 


welt order d at Artny * = 


Tim. Suppoſe the party dies be 
fore. he be it Tndownies wo 
this ewrilight condirlen; "as you ters 
it, what then becomes of his ſowle5; 
which may ſeeme'to0:gaod 28 dwelt fad 
outer darkneſſe with;aevils,' andirve | 
bad togeetothe Goitof light? ©. þ 

Phif::Y our fuppoſition is-im+ 
poſtible. Remember our::dif- 
cotirſe” onely '/concerneth (ithe 
godly. Now. Godinever is-Fa- 
ther£o abortive children, -burto 
ſuchiwho according to. his/a 
pointment ſhall'come to pirkon 


aton. Time 


M—_— (CEO MY > & - 4 


| of a wounded Confeience. 


Tim. Can they not therefore_s 
die in this interim, before the work 
of Grace be wrought in them ? |» 

Phil. No verily: Chriſts bones 
cre in themſelves breakable 
ut could not actually be broken 
dy all the violence in the world, 
becauſe God hath tore-decreed, 
bone of him ſhall not be brokes, 

o we confeſle Gods children 
mortall, but all the power of de- 
ill or man may not, muſt nor, 
ſhall nor,cannot kill chem before 
their converſion , according to 

Godselettion ofthem to life, w* 
muſt be fully accompliſhed. 
Ti:What is ther. ſolemn time, wher... 

#n wounded co(cicces aſſault men? 

Phil. After their conver fion c0- 
pleated, and this cirher upon the 
committing of a con{cience- wa- 
ſting fin,ſuch as Tertulian calleth 

Peccatum devoratorium- ſalutis, or 

upon the undergoing of ſoine 
heavy affligion of a bigger ſtan- 

derd and proportion, blacker huc- 
72 GC and 


and complexion thea what be- 
falleth ordinary men, as in the 
caſe of Fob. 

Tim. Which « the third, and} 
laſt time, when wounded Conſci- 
ences commoenty walke abroad ? 

Phil. Whea men lic on their 
death-beds, Sathan muſt now 
roare, or clic for ever hold his 
peace : roare he may afterwards 
with very anger tovex himſelfe, 
not with any bope to hurt us. 
There is mention in Scripture - of 
an evill day; which is moſt ap- 
plyable tothe time of our death. 
We read alſo - an houre A 

»nevel.s, * tempiation zandthe* Prophet 
_—_— tells pa 15 4 189ment, —_— 
214-537 God =P ſeeme to forſake us. Now 
Sathay being no lefſe cunning to 
finde out, then carefull to make 
uſe of his time of advantage, in 
that woment of that houre of that 
day, will put hard for our Soules, 
and we muſt expeR a ſhrewd 
. 
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parting blow from him. 
Tim. Tour dolefull —_ 

diſheartems me, for feare Ihe foild in 


my of encounter. 
Phil. Be of good comfort ; 


through Chriſt we ſhall be vi- 
Rorious, bath in dying and in 
death it ſelfe. Remember Gads 
former favaurs beſtowed ypon 
thee. Indeed wicked men, from 
premiſles of Gqds pawer calle 
a concluſion of his Weakneſle, 
Pſal. 78. 20, Bubald be ſmat the 


Rock, that the waters gaſheg 0u:,and 
the fireames over-flowed : can he 


give Bread alſo ? can be provide 


Fleſh for hu people ? Bur Gods 
children * by better Legich,jrom . 


I9 : 


1Sam.!'7, 


the prepoſitions of Gads former ;s. 
preſervations, inferre his power *<-'-'* 


and pleaſure to prote@them for 
the furure, Be aſſured; that 
God which hath beene the God of 
the Mounteines, and made our 
Mountaines ftrong in time of our 

C 2 pro- 


. 
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proſperity,will alſo be theGod of 
the valleys, and lead us ſafe 
* Pſa. 23-4 * through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, | 


I'V. Dialogue. 


The great torment of a wounded 


conſcience, proved by Reaſons 


and Examples. 


Tim, V Sthe paineof a wounded 
Conlſcicace ſo great as | 


4 2a HS R9y-e 


« pretended ? 
*Prov.18. Phil, God * faith it, we have 
T4. ſeenc it, and others have felt ir : 


Whoſe complaints, favour as lit- 
tle of difimulation, as their cries 
in a fit ofthe Cholique, doth of 
counterfeiting. 
Tim. Whence comes thu wound 
tobe ſo great and grievons ? 
Phil. Six Reaſons may be aſ- 
figned thereof. The firſt r_—_ 
rom 
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dof from the Heavineſſe of the hand 
lafchyhich makes the'ound;namely, 
MW1God himſelfe, conceived under 
he notion of an infinite angry 
Judge. In all other afflitions, 
man encountreth only with 
man, and in the worſt remptati- 
1;q199s, only with S4thay, bur in a 
. {wounded Conſcience, he enters the 
Ms \ Liſts immediately with God 
himſelte. 
Tim. Whence s the ſecond Rea- 
ed | [on fetcht ? | 


«a Phil: From the * ſharpneſſe_s *Heb.4 12 


of the Sword, wherewith the 
VC i woundis made, being the Word 
C:1 of God, and the keen threat- 
tf nings of the Law therein con- 
Sf tained, There is mcntion Gem. 
f 3. 24. Of a Sword turning every 

way : parallel whereto is the 
df Word of God ina wounded Con- 
- | ſcience, Mans heart -is full of 
” | windings, turnings and dou- 
blings, to ſhift and ſhunne the 
C3 ſtroke 


. 
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ſtroke thereot if poſſible, buthÞ 
this ſword meets them whereſoJV 
ever they move, "it fercheth andſ*! 
finds them out, it hants andſ{t: 
hunts them, forbidding them 
during their Agony, any en" 
trance into the Paradiſe of one}? 
comfortable rhoughtr. ( 

Tim, Whence ts the third Reaſon} © 
derived ? ; 
Phil. From the tenderneſſe off © 
the Part it Telte which is wounded ;| | 
the Conſcience being one of the] 
eyes of the ſoule, ſenfible of thef ' 
ſmalleſt burr. And when that] 
Callum, Schirrws or Ineraſtation| 
drawn over it by nature, and 
hardned by cvſtome in finne, 
is once fl-ycd off, the Conſcience 
becomes fo piient and ſupple, 
that rhe leaſt imaginable touch 
IS painf:'l! nt” It. 

Tim. What « the fourth Rea- 


fon ? 


Phil. The Folly of the Patient : 
who 
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butjwhbo being ſtung, hath noc the 
eſoJwiſedome to looke up toChrift, 
andjthe BraJen Serpent but tormen- 
andjterh himſclfe with his owne 
emfaRivity, It was threatned to - 
en-|* Paſhur, I will make thee aterrour *1cc.10/4. 
onelto thy ſelfe : So fareth it with 

Gods beſt Saint during the fit 
/on] of his perplexedConſcience , Hea- 

reth he his owne voice, he think- 
off rh, this is that which ſo often 
4.1 hath ſworne, lyed, talked wainly, 
he wenton, wickedly ; his. voice is 2 
hef terrour to himſelfe. Seeth he bis 
ar] own eyes ina glaſſe, he onny 
#x{ apprehends, - theſe arc thoſe 
df which ſhot forth ſo many envi- 
e, | ous, covetous, amorous Glaxces, 
ef} his eycsarea terrour tohimſelfe, 
» | Shcepareobſervedtofiye with- 
h j out cauſe, ſcared, (as fome ſay) 
with the ſound of their own feet - 
- | Their fect knack, _—_—_ _ 
flye, and fly,becauſe their 
: | feet er emblem of Gods 
) C4 chil» 


_ = ds. Fn hore Sb 
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Children in a wounded Conſcience, 

{elfe-fcaring, ſelte-frighted. 
Tim. What is the fift Reaſon 

which makes the paine ſo great ? 
Phil. Becaulſc Sathay rakes his 


wounded Conſcience. BelFebub the 


devils name fignificth in Hebrew | 


the Lord of flyes , which excel- 
lently intimates his nature and 
employment : flyestake their ſc- 
licity about ſores and galed Backs, 
ro inteſt and inflame them. So 
Sathan no ſooner diſcovereth 
(and that Bird of Prey hath quick 
frehty a Soule terrour-ftruck, but 
thither he haſts, and is buſie ro 
keepe the wound raw, there he is 
in his throne ro doe miſchiefe. 

Tim. What « the foxt and lift 
Reaſon why a wounded Conſci- 


1s 


> S—_ an OS 


Phil, Becauſe of the imporency 
and:nvaliditie of all earthly receipts 
tO give caſe thercunto. For there 
is 


/ 
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is ſuch a gulfe of diſproportion be- 
twixt a Mind-malady and Body- 
medicines, that no carnal], cor- 
porall comforts can effecually 
work thereupon. 

Tim. Tet wine in ths caſe # pre- 


ro the heavy hearted, that they $5: 
may remember their miſery no. 
more. 

Phil. Indeed if the wound be 
inthe ſpirits, (thole curſiters be- 
twixt toule and body) to reco- 
ver their decay or conſumption, 
wine may uſcfully be applycd: 
but if the wound be in the ſpirit 
in Scripture phraſe, all carnall, 
corporall comforts are utterly in 
vaine, | 

Tim. Me thinks merry com- 
pany ſhould doe much to refreſh 
him. 

Phil. Alas, a man fſhill no 
longer be welcome in merry com- 
pany,gghen he is able to —_— 
| art 


ſcribed in Scripture, * Give wine *Prov.z1. 
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Part in their Joviall Conſort. 
When a hunted Deereruns for 
ſafeguard amongſt the reſt of 
the Herd, they will not admir 
him into their company , but 
beat him off with their hornes, 
our of principles of ſelfe-preſer- 
vation, for feare the Hounds, in 
purfait of him,fall onthem alſo. 
So hard it is for Man or Beaſt in 
miſery co find a faithfull friend. 
In like manner, when a knot 
of Bad: good-fellowes perceive one 
of their ſociety dogg'd with 
Gods terrowrs at his heeles, they 
will be ſhut of him as ſoone as 
they can, preferring his roome, 
and declining his company, leſt 
his ſadnefſe prove infeRious to 
—_ And nowif - = rea- 
ons be put together, ſo heavy 4 
besd ſroxing with lo ſharp frond 
on ſo tewder & pert of ſo fooliſh 4 
patient, whilſt Sathan ſeeks to wi- 
den,and xo worldly plaſter can ay 
the 
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the woand, it (ufficiently proves 
a wounded conſcience to be an ex- 
qulſte torture. 

Tim. Give me I pray an cxam- 
ple hereof. i 4 
-- Phil. When Aden had caten 
the forbiddew fruit, he tarrycd a 
time in Paradiſe ,* but rovke no 
contentment therein, The Sure 
did ſhine as bright, the Rivers ran 
as cleare as ever before, Birds 
ſang as ſweetly, Beaſts played as 
pleaſantly , Flowers (melt as fre- 
grant, Herbs grew as freſh, Fruits 
flouriſhe as faire, no Puntilio of 
Pleaſure was either a)tered or a- 
bated. The objecfs were the 
ſame,but Adams eyes were other- 
wiſe, his natedneſſe ſtood in bis 
licht , a thorne of guiltineſſe grew 
in hi heart , before any thiftles 
ſprang out ofthe ground, which 
made him not to ſceke for the 
faireſt fruits to fill his hanger, but 
the biegeſt leaves to cover his 
Am 
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nakeaneſſe. Thus a woanded conſer- || * 
ence iS able to unparadiſe Paradiſe | 
x ſclfe. ? 
Tim. Give me another inſtance, 
Phil. Curisrt Jus y s our 
Saviour, he was blinded, buffet- 
ed, ſcourged, ſcoffed at, had his 
bands and feet nailed on the 
Croſſe, and all this.while ſaid no- 
thing. Butno ſooner apprehen- 
ded he his Father deſerting him, 
groaning under the burthen of 
the fins of mankind imputcd un- 
to him, but preſently the Lambe, 
(who hitherto dumb before hs 
ſhearer opened not bis mouth) for 
paine began to bleat, My God, my 
God, why haft thou forſaken me ? 
Tim. Why « 4 wounded con- 
ſcience by David reſembled 10 Ar- 
*Pha.z8.2 TOWCS, * Thine Arrowes ſtick 
faft in me 2 
Phil. Becauſe an Arrow (eſpe- 
cially if barbed) rakes & rends 
the fleſhthe more,the more "il 
l 
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tall the wounded partic hath to 
iſe © ſtrive and ſtruggle with it: and 
a gwilty conſcience pierceth the 
e, | deeper, whilſt a ſtout ſtomach 
ir | with might and main ſccketh to 
t- j out-wraſlle it. 
IS Tim. Maynet 4 wounded con- 
e || ſcience alſe work on the body, to 
- | haſten and heighten the ſickneſſe_ 
= | thereof? 
y phil. Yes verily, ſothat there 
F | maybecmployment for * Zeke, , 
the beloved phyſitian, (if the ſame c, ** 
perſon with the Evangeliſt) to 
excerciſe both his proteſſions : 
But we meddle onely with the 
malady of the mind , abſtracted 
from any bodily indiſpofition. 


V. Dial. 
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V. Dialogue. 
Soveralgn uſes to be made of the 


torment of a wounded conſci- 
ENCe. - 


CES 


Tim. C\Feing the torture of 4 

wounded con{cience # 
ſo great , what uſe is to be mades 
thereof ? 

Phil. Very much, And firſt, it 
may make men ſenſible of the 
intollerable paine in Hell fire, It 
the mouth of the fiery Fornares 
into which the chi[dren were caſt, 
was ſo hot, that it burnt thoſe 
which approached it, how hot 
was the Fornace it ſelte? It a 
wounded couſcience, the ſuburbs of 
Hell, be ſo paintul!, oh how cx- 
treame is that place, where the_- 
worme never dyeth, and the fire is 
never quenched ? 

Tim, 
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Tim. Did our roaring Bayes 
(4s they callthem) but ſeriouſly con- 
ſider this, they would not wiſh G ov 
Damnz Turn, end Gop 
Conround Tara ſofre- 
quently as they doe. 

Phil, No verily : I read in 
Theodores of the ancient Donatifts, 
that they were ſo ambitious of 
Martyrdome, (as they accounted 
it) chat many of them meeting 
with a young Gentlemas requelt- 
ed of him, that he would be 
pleaſed to kill them. He, to con- 
fute their folly, condeſcended to 
their defire, on condition, that 
firſt they would be contented, 
to be all faſt bound: which being 
done, accordingly he took order 
that they were all ſoundlywhipr, 
but ſaved their lives, In applica- 
tion : When I heare ſuch Riotoms 
youths wiſh that God would 
Damne or Confound them, I hope 
God will be more — 

then 
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then to take them at their words, 
and to grant them their wiſh; 
only I heartily defire thar' he 
would be pleaſed, ſharply ro 
{ſcourge them, and ſoundly to 
laſh them with the trights & ter- 
rours of a wounded conſcience. And 
I doubt nor, but chat they would 
ſo ill like the paine thereof, thar 
they would revoke their wiſhes, 
aS having little liſt, and lefle de- 

light co taſte of heb hereafter, 
Tim. What other aſe « to be þ 
made of the paine of a wounded 

Conſcience ? 
Phil, Toteach us ſeaſonably 
to prevent, what we cannot pof- 
* Sir Tho. ftbly endure. Let us ſhunne the 
Dna? Imalleſt finne, leſt if we flight 
elident Tm © 

ofMun- and negleR it, it by degrees fe- 
fer, cx le- ſter and gangrene into a wounded 
neelects Conſcience. One of the braveſt*pi- 
ſublatw. rits that ever England bred , or 
EoMiens Treland buried , loſt his life by a 
An. 1641, Jight hurt neglected; as if it had 
: becne 
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deene beneath his high minde to 
5 ſtoop to the dreſſing thereof, till 
it was too late. Ler ustake heed 
he ſtouteſt of us be tot {6 ſerved 
our Soules.” If we repent not 
preſcatly of our finnes commit- 
ed,burcareleſlycontemne them, 
a ſcratch neue: wit an'Ul- 
er;the rather, becaulethefleſh of 
our minde, if I may fo uſe the 
Metaphor, is hard ro heale full 
df cholerick & corrapt humors, 
and very ready to rancle. 
Tim. What elſe may we gather 
for our inſtraition from the” torture 
f atroubled mind ? © © © | 
Phil, Tocontutetheir cruelty, 
who our of ſport or ſpight, wil- 
lingly and wittingly wound weat 
conſciences; like thoſe uncharita- 
ble * Corinthians , who {> far im-'s , ©,,, 
prove theit liberty it rhings in- 1. 
- [differenr, as thereby ro wound: 
the conſcience; of rheir* weake 
brethreh,””* s ; - p 


D Tim. 
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Tim. Are »9t thoſe Miniſters 
tos blame, who, i ting this 


meſla inflead of brings 
the Gol pcll of Peace, frieh 
people with Legal terrours 1119 dt» 
are £ | 
Phil, Icappot commend their 
diſcretion, yet will agt condemn 
their inrention herein, No doubt, 
their defire and deſigns is pious, 
thaugh they errcin.che purſue 
and proſecutionthereof, caſting 
down them whom they cannot 
raiſc, and canjuring up the Spirit 
of Bondage which they canngt 
allay againe : Wheretore it. is 
our wilcſk way, $9 .interweave 
promiſcs with chreatnings, and 
not to. lcayc open 2A pit of de+ 
ſpaire, but to cover K again with 
comfort, 4 
. Tim, Beraineth there nat «sf 
yet, avather uje of this prime ? 
Phil, Y cs, totcach ys to pity 
and pray tor thoſe that have 4/- 
7 -  _ 
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wicked, * whoperſecute theſewhows , ... F 
God hath fmitten, and tathe to the 16, © 
grief of {ſuch wham he hath woun. 

ed. 


Tim. Tet Eliwars good mur, 
why wntwithflanding rcemſared 
* Hannah, 4 wamap of 4/erranfull. 
ſpirit, tobe drunke with Wine. 13.14. * 

«ting, but amending hys faulc. 
Indecd bis dimmeeyes could icc 
Srunkennes inHannehwhere it was 
nor, & could not ſee &uirdledee & 
Adulteryin bis owaSmnpes, where 
they were, Thusthole who are 
moſt indulgent to thair- owne, 
EE 
But #Z#s 4a ards perceivi 
his Errour, turned nnd 
ning ef Havnh into praying for 
her. In like maonoer, if jn our 
paſſion we have prejudiced, oc 
tajur'd any woanded Canſcicnces,in 
” I PI 

2 c 
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beſt amends and reparation. 


—— 


T — 


V I. Dialogue. : oF 

That in ſome caſes more Repen- 
| tance muſt be preached to a 
wounded Conſcience. | 


Tim. (0 much for the Maladie, 

now for the Remedy. 
Suppoſe you come to 4 wounded, 
Conlcience, what counſell will you 
preſcribe his ? | 

Phil. If after hearty prayer 
to God for his dire&ion, he ap- 
peareth unto me, as yet, not 
_y penitent, in the firſt place 
I will prefſe a deeper degree of 
Repentance upon him. 

Tim 0 miſerable: Comforter | 
more _— ſtill ! Take heed your 
eyes be wot put out with that (mo- 
king Flax, you ſeeke to quench, and 
your fingers wounded wid che ſplin- 

. rcrs 
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ers of that bruiſed Reed yow goe 
bout to breake, 
Phil, Underſtand me Sir, 
Better were my tongue ſpit out 
of my mouth, then to utter a 
'ord of griefe to drive them to 
deſpaire, who are truly contrite. 
Bur on the other ſide, I ſhall be- 
tray my truſt, and be found an 
unfaichfull diſpencer of Divine 
myſteries, to apply comfort to 
him who is not ripe and ready 
for it, 

Tim. What harme wolud it 
ave ? 

- Phil, Raiſe him for the pre- 
ſent, . and ruine him, without 
Gods greater mercy for the fu- 
ture. For comfort dawbed on,on 
a foule ſoule, wilt not ſtick long 
uponit: And inſtead of pouring 
in, I ſhall ſpill the precious oyle 
of Gods mercy. Yea I may 
jultly bring a Wounded Conſcienc e 
upon/my ſelfc, for dealing de- 
= Dz Cceitfully 
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flrdted as 4 putiiſhment for Kcke 
of rrue ny way ; great is the 
difference betwixt # mans being 
frigfted at, and humbled for 
tis ſinttes, Otte may pifſively 
beeaft down by Gods ferrotrs, 
and yer not willingly thtow 
himfeffe downte, 23 he ought, 
at Gods foot-ſtoole. 

Tint, Seeing his pain « fo itti- 
fall ax you have formerly proved, 
why wonk# you adde more griefe unto 

_ 


Phil. 1 wonld tiot adde priefe 
ro hit, bur alter gricfe in hit ; 
raking hs forrow, ror greater, 
but better, I would endeavour 
fo chatige Ris diftnall, dolefall 
defeRion, Nis hidcous, and _ 

rible 
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rible heavines , his bitter excla- 
matiohs, which ſcertie to me 
much mixed in him, with Pride, 
impatience , and [mpenitetice, 
into a willing ſubtniffion ro 
Gods pleaſure, and into a kind- 
ly, gentle, render Goſpell-re- 
penitarice, for his fitines. 

Tim. But thete ate ſome now 4- 
diyes who maintaine that « Child 
God after hi firſt converſion, need- 
eth ndt any new repentapce for finne 
all the dayes of hu life. 

Phil. Thiey detend a grievous 
and dangerous errour. Confi- 
der what two petitions Chriſt 
couplerh togethet It his Pryer + 
When my Body which every 
day is hungry , can live without 
Gods giving it daily Bread, thert 
41d no ſooner ſhall I believe, 
that my Soule, which daily 
finttech,can fpiritually live, with- 
Py Gods forgiving itirs Treſpaſ- 

(I 
» Tim. But ſach alledge, in proof 
D4 of 
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of their opiniqn, that a man hath hu || 0. 
perſon juſtified before God, not by 

pieces and parcels, but at once and || t1 
for ever in his converſion. 7 


Phil. This bcing granted 
doth not favour their errour, 
We confeſſe God finiſhed the 
Creation of the world, and all 
therein. in fix dayes, and then 
reſted from that worke, yet ſo, 
that his daily preſerving of all 
things by his providence, may 
ftill be accounted a conſtant and 
continued. Creation. We ac- 
knowlege in like manner, a 
Child of God juſtified at once 
in his converſion, when he is ful- 
ly and freely *eſtated in Gods 
favour, And yet ſecing every 
daily finne by him committed, 
1Sanaverfion from God, and his 
daily Repentance aconverfion 
to. God, his juſtification in this 
reſpeat, may be conceived in- 
trirely continued all the dayes 
of 
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of his like. 

Tim. What « the difference be- 
twixt the firſ® Repentance, and this 
renewed Repentance ? 

Phil. The former is as it were 
the putting of life into adead 
man, the latter the recovering 
of a ficke man from a dangerous 
ſwound by the former,fight to 
the blind is imply reſtored, and 
eyes given him, in the. latter, 
only a filme is removed,drawn 
oyer their eyes, and hindering 
their aRuall fight. By the firſt 
we have a right title to the King- 
dome of Heaven; by our ſecond 
repentance, we have a new 
claime to Heaven, by vertue of 
ur old title. Thus theſe rwo 
kinds of repentance may be dit- 
ferenced and diſtinguiſhed, 
though otherwiſe they mcet and 
agree in generall. qualities : both 
having finne for their Caulc, 
ſorrow for their COmpenee, 

an 
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of their opinien, that a man hath hs 
perſon juſtified before God, not by 
pieces and parcels, but at once and 


phil. This being granted 
doth not favour their errour, 
We confeſſe God finiſhed the 
Creation of the world, and all 
thercin. in fix dayes, and then 
reſted from that worke, yet ſo, 
that his daily preſerving of all 
things by his providence, may 
ftill be accounted a conſtant and 
continued. Creation. We ac- 
knowlege in like manner, a 
Child. of God juſtified at once 
in his converſion, when he is ful- 
ly and freely 'eſtated in Gods 
favour. And yet ſecing every 
daily finne by him committed, 
iSanaverfion frem God, and his 
daily Repentance aconverſion 
to. God, his juſtification in this 
reſpet, may be conceived in- 
trirely continued all the —_ 
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of a wounded Conſcience. 
of his life, 

Tim. What « the difference be- 
twixt the firſt Repentance, and this 
renewed Repentance ? 

Phil. 1 he former is as it were 
the putting of life into adead 
man, the latter the recovering 
of a ficke man from a dangerous 
ſwound , by the former,fight ro 
the blind is fimply reſtored, and 
eyes given him, in the. latter, 
only a filme is removed,drawn 
oyer their eyes, and hindering 
their aQuall fight. By the firſt 
we have a right title to the King- 
dome of Heaven: by our ſecond 
repentance, we have a new 
claime ro Heaven, by vertue of 
our old title. Thus theſe two 
kinds of repentance may be dif- 
ferenced and diſtinguiſhed, 
though otherwiſe they mcet and 
agree in generall.qualitics : both 
having finne for their Cauſe, 
ſorrow for their Companies 
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and pardon for cheir conſequent 
and eff-&, 

Tim. Zut are _ Gods er 

er committing bf 7yHevons fiiines, 
iefir che ating their re- 
pearance remaine ftill beires of Hea- 
wt», married to Chriſt, andettifens 
of the new Hitruſalem ? 
Phil. Heires of Heaven, they 
ate, but difinheritable for rheir 
mifemeanour. Married ftill to 
Chrift, bat deferving to be di- 
voreed for thelt adultcric. Citi- 
zetrs of Heavert, but yet our- 
awed, ſothar they can recover 
no tight, and receive no benefir, 
- their out-lawry be rever- 


Tin. here doth God is Scrip- 
fre injoyne this ſecond Repentance 
a» by owne Children ? 

Phil. Tn ſeverall paces. ' He 


- *Rer.z.5. thtemneth the* Chaych of #phe- 


fo (the beft of che feaven} wich 
ret#wing thi Candleflithe from 


them, 
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them, except th ": and 

Chriſt tellich his owr, diſciples, 

true converts before, bur then 

outky of Ambitious thoughts, 

that * except yee be converted yee *1c4.13.1 
nn emer into the King» 

dome of Heaven. Hete is con- 

verſion after - corrverfion , be+ 

iftg a ſolkernne turning from ſome 

particular frames in retarion to 

which it is not abſutd co fay, 

that there i juſtification afrer 

jsMificurion; the latrer as follow- 

ing ia time, fo flowing from the 

fortner, 


V IT. Dialogue. 
Onely Chriſt is to be applyed to 
Soules truly contrite. 


Tim, Ms ſuppoſe the per ſow is 

the 4 ters apprebun- 
flop hearnily iumibled for ſinar, what 
then is to be dome ? 


; phil. 
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Phil, No Corrofives, all 
Cordialls; no Vineger, all Oyle 
no Law, all Goſpell muſt be 
preſented unto him. Here bleſ- 
ſed the lippes, yea beautifull the 
feet ' of him that bringeth the 

":Kings4. tidings of peace, As * Eliſhs, 
3+ - when reviving the Sonze of the 
Shunamite laid his men:h to the 
mouth of the Child. So the gaping 
orifice of Chriſts wounds mult 
fpiritually by preaching, be pur 
cloſe tothe mouth of the wounds 
of a conſcience: happy that skil- 
full ArchiteF, that can ſhew the 
ſick man, that the * Head: ftowe of 
his ſprituall building, muſt be 
laid with ſhouts, crying Grace, 
grace. 

Tim. Which doe you count the 
Head. ſtone of the Building, that 
which i firſt or laſt laid ? 

Phil. The. foundarien is the 
Head. flee in honour, the top- 
fone is the Head-ſtone in height. 

| The: 
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The tormer the Head-ſtone in 
ſtrengrh, the latter in ſtature: It 
{cemeth that Gods ſpirit, of ſer 
purpoſe 'made uſe of a doubrtull 
word, to ſhew that the whole 
fabricke of our ſalvation, whe- 
ther as founded, or as finiſhed, is 
the only worke of Gods grace 
alone.” Chriſt is the 4/phs and 
omega. thereof, not excluding 
all, che letters in the Alphaber 
interpoſed. | 

Tim. How muſt the miniſter 
predchChriſt to an afflited con(ci- 
ence ? 

Phil. He muſt crucifie him 
before his eyes, livelyſerting him 
forth, naked, to cloarh him ; 
wounded, to-cure him dying, 
to ſave him. He is to expound 
and explaine unto him, .the dig- 
niry ot his perſon, pretiouſneſle 
of his blood, plentcouſneſſe of 
his mercy, in all thoſe loving re. 
lations, wherein the Scripture 
ja pre- 
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preſents him : A kind Father to 
a prodicall Chz1d, a carefull Hev 
to a ſcatter'd Chickew, a good 
Shepberd that bringeth his loſt 
Sheep back on his ſhoulders. 

Tim. Spare me one queſtion, 
why doth he not drive he jheepet he- 
fore him, Prep ſeting it was 
lively enowzh to loſe it ſeife ? 

Phil. Firſt, becauſe though is 
had wildnefle too much to goe 
aſtray, it had not wiledome 
enough to goe right. Secondly, 


becauſe J_ the filly 


ſheep, had tired 'ir ſclfe with 
wandring ; Hablubuk 2.13. the 
people ſhall wearie them(elves 
for very vanity, and therefore 
the kind ſhepheard brings "it 
home on his owne ſhoulders. 
Tim. Pardon wy interruption, 


- and proceed, how Chrift # to be beld 
forth. | | 


Phil, The latitude and extent 
of his love, his invitation with- 
our 
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qut. ExCcprion, arc power 
co be preſt ; every ane beef 
eh, al ye that ere heavy laden gubus 
ſeever belecueth, and the many 
promiles of mercy arc effecually 
te be tendered yato him. 
Tim. Where are thoſe promiſes 
in Scripture? | 
Phit. Qr rather , where are 
they not * far they arc hagdeprco 
be miſt, thep to. bee met. with, - 
Opcnthe Bible (as he* drew his * r King: 
bowin Baxtle) at adventures, If **- 
thou lighteſt on. an Hiſtorical 
place, behold Precedents, it on 
a Do&rinall, Promilſcs. of ,com-» 
fort. For the Jarter,obſerys theſe 
particulars, Gen, 3,15. Ex0,3 3-6» 
1/4,49-1. Iſac 54-11. M4t-11,28, 
Mat,12.20, 1 Cor, 19,13. Heb. 
1 Nag | _ 
im, 4re theſe mare prixcipet 
places of conſolation, then any other 
inthe Bible? "A 
Phil, I know there is na go” 
og 


Fy., 
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ſing, where all chingsare choi- 
ceſt : Whoſocver thall ſeleR 
ſome Pearles out of ſucha heap, 
ſhall leave behind as precious as 
any he takes, both in his owne 
and others judgement; yea which 
is more, the {ame man at ſeve- 
ralltimes may in his apprehenſi- 
on preferre ſeverall promiſes as 
beſt, formerly moſt affeRed 
with one place, for the preſent 
more delighted with another; 
and afterwards conceiving com- 
fort therein not ſo cleare; chooſe 
other ' places as more pregnant, 
and pertinent to his purpoſe. 
Thus God orders it, that divers 
men (and perchance the ſame 
man at different' times) make 
uſe of all his promiles, gleaning 
and gathering comfort, not only 
in one furrow, Land, or furlong z 


but" asits ſcarrered clean thrgugh' 
the whole field of the Scripture, © 


Tim. Mvſt Miniſters have wari- 
ety 


= wn 
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ety of ſeverall comfortable pro- 
miſes ? 

Phil, Yes ſurely : ſuch Ma- 
fers of the Aſſembly being to enter 
and faſten conſolation in an af- 
flicted ſoule, need; have many 
#ailes *.provided atorchand , 
that if ſome. for the preſent, 
chance to drive untowardly, as 
ſplitting, going awrie, turning 
crooked or bluat, they may 
have others in the roome 
thereof, 


_ Tim; But 2rant,* Chrift held 
out never ſo plainly, preſt never ſo 
pewerfuly; yet all is in wvaine, *ex- 


cept God inwardly with his ſpirit 
perſwade the wounded = 
to beleeve the Truth of what he 
ſaith. 

Phil, This is an undoubred 
Truth, for one may lay the Bread 
of Life on their trencher, and 
cannot forcerhem to feede on it. 
One may bring them downe to 

- "1 the 
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the ſpring of life , but cannot 
make them drinke of the wa- 
ters thereof; and theretore in 
the cure of a wounded Conſcience, 
Godis all in all, only the rouch 

*Deur.32. of his hand, can * heal this Kings 

39- Ewvill , I kill and make alive , 1 
wound and I heale, neither « there 
any that can deliver out of my 
hand. 


V I TI. Dialogue. 


Anfwers to the objefhions of a 


wounded Conſcience drawne 


from the grievouſneſſe of hy 


finnes. 
Tim, Ive me leave now 


Str y wwe & 
repreſent « wuaded Conſcience, 
and tg alledge and inforce fach prin. 
cipall objeftions wherewith gene- 
rally they are grieved. 

Phil, With all my a 


c 
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God blefſle my endeayours in 
anſweringthem. 

Tim. Bu firſt I would be ſatis- 
ed how it comes to paſſe, that 
men in 4 wounded Conſcience 
have their parts ſo preſently im- 
roved, The Jewes did queſting 
concerning onr Saviour, * HOW *John 7, 
knoweth this man letters being ' #- 
never learned? But here the doubt, 
and difficulty ts greater ; How come 
ſimple people ſo ſubtile on a ſud- 
den. to oppoſe with that advantage, 
and vehemency, that it would pu; - 
Ue a good and grave Divine to 
anſwer them ? 

Phil. Two Reaſons may be 
rendred thereof. 1. Becaulea 
' Iman inadiſteanper, is ſtronger 

then when he is in his pertcR 

health, What Sampſons are 
" Home inthe fir of a Feaver? Then 
" fitheir ſpirits, being intended by 

the violence of their diſeaſe, 


| puſh with all their power. So is 
E 2 it 
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it in the agony ofa diſtreſſed || - 
ſoule, every ſtring thereof is} 
ſtrained to the height, and a'tnan 
becomes morethen himſelfe to Þj © 
object againſt himſclfe in afit}- 
of deſpaire. 

Tim. What # the other Rea- 
ſon ? 

Phil. Sathan himſelfe, that 
ſubrile ſophiſter aſfiſterh them. 
He formes their Arguments, 
frames their objeions,fits their 
diſtinRions, ſhapes their evaſi- 
ons ; and this diſcomforter (Aping 
Gods ſpirit the Comforter, Fohn 
I 4. 26.) bringeth all things to their || * 
remembrance, which they have 
heard or read to diſhearten 
them. Need therefore have 
Miniſters, when they meddle 
with afflicted men, to call to 
Heaven afore-hand to aſſiſt 
them, being ſure, they fhall 
have Hell it ſclfe to oppoſe} - 
them, 

Tim. 


c 
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_* Tim. To come now t0 the ob- 
Jedtions, which afflicted Confcj- 
ences commonly make : they - may 
be reduced to three principall Heads. 
.Either drawne from the greatneſſe 
.and grievouſneſſe of their ſinnes, 
vr from the ſlightneſſe and lightneſſe 
of their repentance, or from thr 
faintneſ] perrend e of their faith. 
Thegin e objections of the 
firſt forme 

Phil. 1 approve your method 
I p:ay proceed. 

Tim. Firſt Sir, even ſince my 
converſion, I have beene guilt of 
many grievous ſinnes, and (which 
# worſe) of the ſame ſinne many 
times committed, Happy * Judab, *Ge:. ;8. 
who though once committing inceſt 35 
with Thamar, yet the text ſaith, 
that afterward he knew her again 
no more, . But 1 wile wretch have 
often re. fallen imto the ſame of- 

ence, 

Phil. All this is anſwered in 
E 3 Gols 
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it in the agony ofa diſtreſſed 
ſoule, every ſtring thereof is 
ſtrained ro the height, and a'tnan 
becomes morethen himſelfe to 
object againſt himſclfe in a fit N- 
of deſpaire. 
Tim. What # the other Rea- 

on 

Phil. Sathan himſelfe, that 
ſubtile ſophifter aſfiſteth them. 
He formes their Arguments, 
frames their objeions,fits their 
diſtinRions, ſhapes their evaſi- 
ons ; and this diſcomforter (Aping 
Gods ſpirit the Comforter, Fohn 
I 4. 26.) bringeth all things to their || 
remembrance, which they have 
heard or read to diſhearten 
them. Need therefore have 
Miniſters, when they meddle 
with afflicted men, to call to 
Heaven afore-hand to affliſt 
them, being ſure, they fhall 
have Hell it ſelfe to oppoſe 


them, 
Tim. 
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. Tim. To come now to the ob- 
Jedtions, which afflicted Contkci- 
ences commonly make : they - may 
be. reduced to three principal Heads. 
.Etther drawne from the greatneſſe 
.and grievouſneſſe of their ſinnes, 
vr from the ſlightneſſe and lightneſſe 
of their repentance, or from th: 
faintneſſees feebleneſſe of their faith, 
Thegin with the objections of the 
forſt forme. 

Phil. I approve your method 
I p:ay proceed. 

Tim. Firſt Sir, even ſince my 
converſion, Ihave beene guilty of 
many grievous ſinnes, and (which 
# worſe) of the ſame ſinne many 
times committed, Happy * Judah, *Gor. 38. 
who though once committing inceſt 35 
with Thamar, yet the text ſaith, 
that afterward he knew her again 
no more, But I vile wretch have 
often re.fallen imto the ſame of- 

ence, 


Phil. All this is anſwered in 
, E 3 Gols 
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*Ifaiah 1. Gods Promiſe in the * Prophet, 


Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, I wil 
make them 4s ſnow. Gonfider 
how the Tyrian ſcarles was dy. 
ed, not overly dipr, but rhrough- 
ly drencht in the liquor, that co- 
loured it, asthy foul in cuſtome 
of finhing. Then was it taken 
out for a time, and dryed, put in 
againe,ſfoakt, and ſodden the ſe- 
cond time in the Fatt, called 
therefore 1&ezw, twice dyed ; as 
thou complaineſt chou haſt been 
by relapſing into the ſame fin. 
Yea the colour ſo incorpora- 
red into the cloath not drawne 
over, but diving into the very 
heart of the wool, thar rub a 
ſcarlet rag on what is white, 
and ir will beftow a rediſh tin- 
Rure upon it : As perchance thy 
finfull practice, and preſident, 


"have alſo infe@cd rhoſe which 


were formerly good, by thy 
badnefſe. Yet ſuch ſcarlet = 
«» ſo 
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ſo lolemnly and ſubſtantially 
coloured, are cafily waſht white 
in the blood of our Seviear. 

Tim. But, Sir, I have ſinned 4« 
goinſt moſt ſerious reſolutions , yea 
againſt moſt ſolemne vowes which 
I have made to the contrary. 

Phil. Vow-breaking, though 
a grievous finne, is pardonable 
on unfaigned repentance. It thou 
haſt broken a Vow, tie a knot on 
it, to make ir hold rogether a- 
gaine, It is ſpirituall thrift, and 
no miſ-becomming baſencſſe, to 
piece and joynt thy neglected 
promiſes with freſh ones. So 
ſhall thy vow in effeR be nor 
broken, when new mended : and 
remain the ſame, though nar by 
one intire continuation, yet by a 
conſtant ſucceſſive renovation 
thereof. Thus * Faceb renewed =-Compare 
his negleRted vow of going to Gen 28. 
Bethel, And this muſt thou doe, ig _ 
re-inforce thy broken vowes , it 
E 4 of 
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of moment, and material, 

Tim. What mean you by the ad.- 
dition of that clauſe, if of moment 
and materiall ? | 

Phil.To deale plainly.I ditlike 
many vowes men make, as of 
reading juſt ſo much, and pray- 
ing ſo often every day, of con- 
fining themſelves to ſuch a ſtrict 
proportion of meate, drinke, 
{leepe, recreation, &c. Many 
things may be well done, which 
are 11] vowed. Such particular 
vowes men muſt be very ſpa- 
ring how they make. Firſt, be- 
cauſc-they ſavour ſomewhat of 
will-worſhip. Secondly, ſmall 
glory accrews to God thereby. 
Thirdly, The dignitic of vowes 
are diſgraced by deſcending to 
ro0 triviall particulars. Fourth 
ly, Sathan hath ground given 
him to throw at us, with a more 
ſteady aime, Laſtly,ſuch vowes, 
inſtead of being cords to tic us 

faſter 
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faſter to God, prove knots to 
intangle our Conſciences : Hard 
to be kept, but oh ! how heavy 
when broken Wherefore ſet- 
ting ſuch vowes afide, let us 
be carefull with David, to keep 
that grand and general} vow, * I *Plal.r15 
have ſworne, and Iwill performe it, ***: 
that I will keep thy righteous judge- 
ments. 

Tim, But Sir I have committed 
the finne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
which the Saviour of mankind pro- 
nounceth unpardonable, and there- 
fore all your counſells and comforts 
WHEO MC ATE FH VAIN. 

Phil. The devill, the father 
of lyes, hath added this lye to 
thoſe;: which .he hath rold be- 
fore, in; perſwading thee, thou 
haſt comitred the ſine againſt 
the holy Ghoſt, For thar finne is 
ever attended with theſe two 
ſymptomes. Firft,the party guil- 
ty thereof never grieves for it, 

. nor 
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nor conceives the leaſt ſorrow 
in his heart, tor the finne he hath 
commirted. The ſecond (which 
followeth on the former) he 
never wiſheth or defireth any 
pardon, but is delighted, and 
plcaſed with his preſeart condiri- 
on. Now it thou canſt cruely 
ſay, that chy finnes are a burden 
unto thee, that thou doſt defire 
forgiveneſle, and wouldeſt give 
any thing, to compaſic and ob- 
taine it; be of good comfort, 
thou haſt not as yer, and by 
Gods Grace, never ſhalt, com- 
mit that unpardonable offence. 
I will not define how neere chou 
haſt beene unto it, As Cavid 
ſaid to Jonathan , there is not 4 
haires breadth berwixt death and 
me : So it may be thou haſt miſt 
it very narrowly, bur aſſure thy 
ſelfe, thou arr not as yet guilty 
thereof, 


IX. Dia. 


DE "AY YO" 
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I X. Dialogue. 


Anſwers. to the objefions of a 
wounded Conſcience drawne 


from the ſlightneſſe of his Re- 


pentance. 


Tim. Y Beleeve my finnes are 

pardonable in themſelves, 

but alas my ſtony Heart « ſuch, 

that it cannot relem and repent, 

and therefore no hope of my Sabus- 
tion. 

Phil, Wouldeſt thou (incere- 

ly repent? thou doſt repent, 

The women that came to em- 


balme * Chriſt, did carcfully «1a 6, 
forecaſt with themſelves, Who 3. . 
ſhall role away the lene from the 


doore of the Sepulcher ? Alas their 
fraile, faint, feeble Arms were 
unable to remove ſuch a weight. 
But what followeth ? Aud _ 
. $2ey 
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nor conccives the leaſt ſorrow ' 
in his heart, tor the finne he hath 
commited. The ſecond (which 
followeth on the former) he 
never wiſhcth or defireth any 
pardon, but 1s delighted, and 
pleaſed with his preſeat conditi- 
on. Now if thou canſt truely 
ſay, that thy finnes are a burden 
unto thee, that thou doſt defire 
forgivenefle, and wouldeſt give 
any thing, to compaſic and ob- 
taine it; be of good comfort, 
thou haſt not as yet, and by 
Gods Grace, never ſhalt, com- 
mit that unpardonable offence. 
I will not define how neere thou 
haſt beene unto it, As Cavid 
ſaid to Jonathan , there is not 4 
haires breadth berwixt death and 
me : So it may be thou haſt mift 
it very narrowly, bur aſſure thy 
ſelfe, thou art not as yet guilty 
thereof. 


IX. Dia. 
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of a wounded Conſcience. 


| —_— 


I X. Dialogue. 


Anſwers to the objeftions of a 
wounded Conſcience drawne 


from the ſlightneſſe of his Re- 


pentance. 


Tim. Y Beleeve my ſinnes are 

pardonable in themſelves, 

but alas my ſtony Heart &« ſuch, 

that it cannet relem and repens, 

and therefore no hope of my Sabus- 
$1008. 

Phil. Wouldeſt thou (incere- 

ly repent? thou doſt repent, 

The women that came to em- 


balme * Chriſt, did carefully «x 6, 
forecaſt with themſelves, Who 3+ , 


role away the ſtone from the 
doore of the Sepulcher ? Alas their 
fraile, faint, feeble Arms were 
unable to remove ſuch a weight. 
Burt what followeth ? And when 


. f hey 
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they looked, they ſaw that the ſtone 
was rolled away, for it was wery 
great, Inlike manner, when a 
{oule is truly troubled about the 
maſſic mighty burden of his ſto- 
nyheart interpoſed, hindring him 
from comming to Chriſt , I ſay 
when he is ſeriouſly and fincere- - 
ly ſolicitous abour that impedi- 
ment, ſuch deſiring 'is a doing, 
{uch wiſhing is a working, Doc 
thou bur take care it may be re- 
moved, and God will take order 
it ſhall be removed. 

Tim. But Sir I cannot weep for 
my ſinnes ; My eyes are like the pit 
wherein Joſeph was put, there is 
20 water in them, I canzot ſquee7e 
one teare out of them, 

Phil. Before I come to anſ- 
wer your objeRion, I muſt 
premiſe a profitable obſerva- 
tion, I have taken notice of a 
ſtrange oppoſition betwixt the 
tongues and eyes of __ as 

a1 
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have troubled Conſciences. Their 
rongues {ome haye known (and 
I have heard) complaine that 
they cannot weepe for their 
ſinnes, whenart that inſtant their 
cyes have plentifully ſhed tore 
of teares : not that they ſpake 
out of diſſfiinulation, bur diſtra- 
Aion. So ſomtimes haye I ſmi- 
led at the ſimplicity of a Child, 
who being amaſed, and deman- 
ded whether or no he could 
ſpeake ? hath anſwered, No.If in 
like manner at the fight of ſuch 
2 contradition betwixt the 
words and deeds of one in the 
agony of a wounded Conſcience, 
we ſhould chance to ſmile, 
knew us notto jcere,bur joy,per- 
ceiving the party in a better con- 
dition, then he conceiveth him- 
ſelfe. 

Tim. This your obſervation 
may be comfortableto others, but is 
impertinent to me. For as Itold - I 
. ave 
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I have by nature ſach es that 
they net no a vo ge 
my ſinnes. 

Phil, Then itis a naturall de- 
fe, and no morall default, ſo 
by conſequence a ſuffering and 
no finne, which God will pu- 
niſh; God doth not expeR the 
cock ſhould runne water, where 
he put none into the Ciſterne. 
Know alſo, their hearts may be 
founcaines whole cyes are flints, 
and may inwardly bleed, who 
doe not outwardly weep. Be- 
fides * Chriſt was ſent to preach 
Comfort,not to ſuch only as weep, 
bur gene in Zion, Yeaif thou 
canſt (queeze out no liquor,offer 
to God the empty bottles , in- 
ſead of tears, tender and preſent 
thy eyes unto him. And though 
thou beeſt water-bound, be not 
wind-bound alſo, figh, where 
thou canſt not ſob, and let thy 
Lungs doe what thy eyes canner 
pertorme. Tim, 
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Tim. To ſay ſomething though 
I cannot weep, in caſe I could ſoundly 
ſorrow for my ſinnes, But alas, 
7 temporal loſſ y/ es and croſſes, I ans 
Fe Rachell, _ Ws her 
children,and would not be com- 
forted. But my ſorrow for my ſins 
s ſo ſmall, ths it Appeares none at all 
in proportion. 

Phil. In the beſt Saints of 
God, their ſorrow for their 
fines being meaſured withthe 
ſorrow for their ſufferings, in 
one reſpeR, will tall ſhorr of it, 
in another muſt equall it, and in 
athird reſpeR doth excced and 

oe beyond it. Sorrow for fins 
talleth ſhort of ſorrow for ſuf- 
tcrings, in loud lamenting or 
violent uttering it ſelfe in out- 
ward expreſhons thereof ,,as in 
roaring, wringing the hands, 
rending their haire, and the like, 
Secondly, both forrowes are 
equall in theirtruth and fincert- 
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ty, both farre from hypocrifie, 
free from difimulation, reall, 
hearty, cordial], uncountertei- 
ted. Laſtly, ſorrow for finne ex- 
cceds ſorrow for ſuffering, in 
the continuance and durable- 
nefſe thereof: the other like a 
land- flood, quickly come,quick-. 
ly gone ; this is a continuall 
dropping or running river, kee- 
ping a conſtant ſtream. My ſins, 
ſaithDavid, are ever before me; (0 
alſo is the ſorrow for finne in 
the ſoule of a child of God, 
morning, evening, day, night, 
when ficke, when ſound, tea- 
ſting, faſting, at home, abroad, 
ever within him : This gtiefe 
beginneth ar his converſion, 
continueth all his lite, endeth 
only at his death. 
Tim. Proceed [ pray in this com- 
fortable point. 
Phil, It may ſtill be made 
plainer by comparing two diſ- 
eaſes 
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caſes rogether, the tooth-ache 
and conſumption. Such as are 
croubled with the former, 
ſhreek and cry out, troubleſome 
to themſelves, and others, in the 
ſame and next roofe ; and no 
wonder, the month it ſclfe be- 
ing plaintiffe, if ſetting forth its 
ewne grievances to the full. Yet 
the #99th-ache is knowne to be 
no mortall maladie, having kept 
ſome from their beds, ſeldome 
ſent them to their graves, hin- 
dred the {leep of many, haſtned 
the death of few. On the other 
fide, he that hath an incurable 
— ſaith lictle, cryes 
lefſe, but grieves moft of all. 
Alas,he muſt be a good husband 
of the little breath left in his 
broken lungs, not to ſpend itin 
fighing, bur in living, he makes 
no noiſe, is quiet, and filent ; yea 
none will ſay, but that his in- 
ward grictc is greater then the 
foxmer. F Tim, 
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Tim. How apply you this Com- 
pariſon to my objection ? 

Phil. In corporall calamities, 
thou complaineſt more, like him 
in the 409ch-ache, but thy ſorrow 
for thy finnc, like a Conſumption, 
which lycs at thy heart, hath 
more folid heavincſfe therein. 
Thou doft rake in more grietc 
for thy ſinnes, though thou 
mayeſt take on more grievouſly 
for thy ſufferings. 

Tim. Ths were ſomething if 
my forrow for ſinue were fincere, 

| , I am but a hypocrite. 

"12.14.23 There & * mention inthe Prophet of 
Geds belome of deftrucion, 

now the troft of a hypocrite, Job 

8. 14. & called 4 Spiders web, 

here i« my caſe, when Gods beſome 

weets with the coabwebs of my 


hypocrifie , I ſhall be ſwege 390 
hel-firc, ; of 


Phil, tanfwer, firſt in gewe» 
roll: I am glad to heare this ob- 
. jeRion 


< Su 


nd 
- 
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jetion come from thee, for 
ſcltc-ſuſpition of hypocrifie , 
is a hopctull ſympreme of fince- 
rity. It is a David chat cryes out, 
As for me 1 ans poore aud needy,but 
luke-warme Laodicea that brag- 
geth , / am rich and want nathing, 

Tim. Anſwer I pray the objetti- 
ontn particular. 

Phil. Prelently, when I have 
premiſed the great difference, 
betwixt a mans being a Hy- 
pocrite , and having ſome hy- 
pocrifie in him... Wicked men 
are like the Apples of * Sodeme,.c; 
ſecrmingly faixe, but nothing but 2.4bi- 
_= within, the beſt of Gods 57" /* 

yants ,- like ſound Apples, 
lying in a duſty loft, (living ia a 
wicked world) gathering much 
duſt about tham, 1o that they 
muſt be rabb'd or pared, before 
they can be caten, Such not- 
wichfRtanding are finccre, and 
by the as marks may 

$2) 2 
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examine themſelves, 

Tim. But ſome now adayes are 
utter enemies to all markes of ſince- 
rity, counting it needleſſe for Prea- 
chers to propeund, or people to ap- 
ply them. | 
- Þhil, Iknow as much; butir 

is the worſt figne, when men in 

this nature hate all fignes : Bur 
no wonder if the foundred horſe, 
| Cannot abide the Smiths prin- 
cers. 

Tim. Proceed I pray in your 
franes of fincerity, 

Phil. Art thou carefull to or- 
der thy very thoughts, becauſc 
the infinite ſearcher of the heart 
doth behold them 2 Doſt thou 
freely - and- fully confefle thy 
ſinnes 'to God, ſpreading them 
open 'in his preſence, without 
any defire or- endeavour to 
deny, diſſemble, defend, cx- 
cule, or excenuate them 2 Doft 
thou dclight in an univerſall 

| obedi- 


{ 
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obedience toall Gods Lawes, not 
thinking with the ſuperſtitious 
Fewes, by over-keeping | the 
fourth Commandement, to make 
reparation to God for breaking 
all the reſt ? Doſt thou. love 
their perſons and preaching 
beſt, who moſt clearly diſcover 
thine, owne faults and corrup- 
tions unto thee 2 Doſt thou 
ſtrive againſt thy vindicative na- 
ture, not only to forgive thoſe 
who have offended thee, bur 
alſo to- wait an occafion with 
humility to faſten a ficting fa- 
vour upoa them £ Doſt thou 
loye grace and goodneſle even 
in thoſe, who differ from. thee 
in point of opinion, and Civil con- 
troverſies ? Canſt thou be ſor- 
rowtfull tor the finnes of others, 
no whit . relating unto thee, 
meerly becauſe the Glory of a 
good God, ſuffers by their pro- 


taneneſle ? 
4 F159 F 3 Tim. 
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Tim. hy doe you make theſe 19 
be the fignes of ſincerity ? 

Phil. Becauſe there are bunt 
ewo principles, which a@ in 
mens hearts, namely,v4ture and 
grace ; or, as Chriſt diſtinguiſheth 
then, Fleſh, and Blond, and our 
Father which i Heavev. Now 
ſeeing theſe aQions, by us pro- 
pounded, are cither againſt or 
above nature, it doth neceſſarily 
follow, thar where they arc 
found, they flow from ſaving 

race. For what is higher then 
the roofe, and very Pinnacle, 
as I may ſay, of natare, cannot 
belower then the botrome and 
begiriting of grace. 

Tim. Perehance ow ſerious 
ſearch , 1 may make bad ſhift, 
to finde ſome oneor two of theſe_ 
fienes, but not all of them in my 
heart, wp 

Phil. As 1 will not bow to 
flatter any, ſo I will All down as 

fare 
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farre as truth will give me 
leave, to reach comtorr ro the 
humble, tro whom ir is due, 
Know to thy further conlolati- 
on, that where ſome of theſe 
ſignes truly are, there are more, 
yer all ofthem, rhough not fo 
viſible and conſpicuous, bur in a 
dimmer and darker dzgree. 
When we behold 7iolets, and 
Prim- Roſes, fairely to aourith, we 
conclude the dead of the wiater 
is paſt, though, as yet, no Roſes, 
or Faly-flowers appeare, which, 
long after, lye hid 1a their 
leaves, orlurke in their rootes ; 
bur in due time will diſco- 
ver themſclves, If ſore of 
theſe fignes be above ground in 
thy fight, others are under 
ground in thy heart, and though 
the former ſtarted firſt, the 
other will follow in order : It 
being plaine thacthou art paſſed 
from death anto life, by this 
n | F4 hope- 
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hopefull and happy ſpring of 
ſome fignes in thy heart. 


X. Dialogue. 
Anſwers to the objeftion of a 


wounded Conſcience, drawne 


= the feebleneſſe of his 


faith. 


Tim. Ur _ # that which 
wt; P Chriſt unto 
as ! ) the hand of my 
Py hal a only the ſhaking, 
the dead Palſy , it can Jak Fury 
nor feele any thing, 

Phil. Tt thou canſt not hold 
God, doe but touch him and he 
ſhall hold thee, and pur feeling 
into- thee. Saint Paul ſaith, * If 
| that Imay apprehend that? for 
which alſo 1 am apprehended of 
Chriſt Feſus. Ir is not Pauls ap- 
prehending of Chrift, but Chriſt 


appro” 
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apprehending of Paul, doth the 
deed. 


Tim. But I am ſure my faiths 
not (ound, becauſe it ® not attended 
with aſſurance of ſalvation. For I 
doubt (not to ſay deſparre) thereof. 
Whereess Divines hold, that the 
Eſſence of ſaving faith conſiſts in 4 
certainty to be ſaved, 

Phil. Such deliver both a falſe, 
and dangerous doarine; as the 
carelefle mother * killed her lit- «; xiog, ; 
tle infant, for ſhe ever-laidit : So 19. 
this opinion would preſſe many 
weak faichs to death , by laying 
a greater weight upon them 
then they can bear,or God doth 
impoſe z whereas to be aſſured 
of ſalvation, is not a part ot eve- 
ry true faith, but onely an cffet 
of ſome ſtrong faiths, and thar 
alſo not alwayes, but at ſome 
times, 

Tim. Is not certainty of ſalva- 
tion a part of every true faith ? = 

e Patt. 
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Phil, No verily,much lefle is 
it the life and formality of faith, 
which conliſteth oenely in a re- 
cumbcncy on God. in Chriſt, 


* Job13.1s With Fobs reſolution, * Thaugh be 


ſlay me, yet will 1 tryft in him. Such 

an adherence, without ag aſſu- | 
rance, is ſufficient by Gods 
mercy to ſave thy ſoule. Thole 
char ſay that none have a ſincere 
faich without @ certainty of ſal- 
vation, may with as much truth 
maintaine, that none are the 
Kings loyall SubjeRs, bur ſuch 
as are his Faveurites, 

Tim. 1s then aſſurance of ſal- 
vation 4 peculiar perſonall favour, 
indulged by God,onely to ſome parts- 
cular perſons ? 

Phil, Yes verily : Though the 
ſalvation of all Gods ſervants be 
ſure init felfe, yer.is onely aſſwed 
to the apprekhenſions of ſome 

ſeleiX people , and that ar ſome 
timgs : For it is too fige fare for 


the 
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the beſt man to feed on every 
day. 
Tim. May they that have this 
aſſurance, sfterwards loſe it ? 
Phil, Undoubtedly they may: 


| God firſt is gracious to give it 


them, they for a time carctullto 
keepit, then negligently loſe it, 
then ſorrowfully ſecke it, God 
again is bountitull to reſtore it, 
they happy to recover it, for a 
while diligentto retaine ir, then 
againe fooliſh to forteir it, and 
ſothe ſame changes in anes life 
time often, over, and over a- 
gaine, 

Tim. But ſome will {ay, If I m4 
be infallibly ſaved without this Al- 
ſurance, 7 willnever endeavour 10 
attain it. 

Phil. | would have covered my 
flowers , if 1 had ſuſpeed ſuch 
ſbiders would have ſuckr them. 
One may goe to heaven without 


this Aſſurance, as certainly , but 
; nog 
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not ſo cheertully, and therefore 
prudence to obtaine our owne 
comfort, & picty to obey Gods 
Command , obligeth us all to 
give diligence to make onr calling 
and elet#ion ſure , both in it (clfe, 

and in our apprehenfion. | 


p—_——— 


X I. Dialogue. 


God alone can ſatisfie all objef- 
ons of a wounded Conſcience. 


Tim. TIUt, Sir; theſe your An- 
ſwers are nowhit ſatis- 
fattorie unto me. 

Phil. An Anſwer may be {a- 
tisfactorie to rheObjeion, both 
inicſclfe, and inthe judgement 
of ail unprejudiced Hearcrs, and 
yet not fatisfatorie to the Ob- 
jecer, and that in two caſes: 
Firſt, whea he is poſſeſſed with 
the ſpiric of pecviſhneſſe and 
pex- 
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perverſneſſe. Iris loſt labour to 
lecke to feed and fill thoſe, who 
have a greedy Horſeleach of ca- 
villing 1n their heart, crying 
Give, give. 

Tim. What & the ſecond caſe ? 

Phil. When the bitterneſſe 
of his ſoule is ſo great and gric- 
vous,that he is like the * 1ſrarlites 
in Egypt, which hearkned not to 
Moſes, for anguiſh of ſpirit, and for 
cruel Bondage. . Now as thoſe 
who have meat before: them, 
and will not cate, deſerve to 
ſtarve without pitty : ſo ſuch are 
much to be bemoaned , who 
through ſome impedimenec in 
their mouth, throgt,or ſtomach, 
cannot chaw, ſwallow or digeſt 


comfort preſented untothem. 


Tim. Such '#: my condition, 
what then « to be done unto me ? 
- Phil.] muſt change my-precepts 


ro thee into! prayers for thee, 


that Cod would * Sazisfie thee 


Þ. early 
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early with his mercy, that thou 


mayeſt rejoyce. Miniſters may 
endeavour it in vaine, whileſt 
they queil one A ſtart 
another, whilſt they fill one 
corner. of a wounded Conlci- 
ence with comfort, another is 
emptic. Only God caa fo ſatis- 
fie the ſoule, that each chink 
and cranny therein, ſhall be 
filled with ſpirituall joy. 

Tim. What « the difference be- 
twixt Gods, and mans {peaking 
Peace #9 « troubled ſpirit ? 

Phil, Man can neither make 
him to whom he ſpeakes, to 
heare what he ſaith, or beleeve 
what he hearcs. God ſpeakes 
with asthority, and doth both. 
His words give bearing to the 
deafe, and Faith to the Infidel. 
When, notthe Mother of Chriſt, 
but Chrift himſelfe, ſhall ſalute a 

ſoule with Preare be unto 
thee, it wilt leap for joy, as _ 
the 
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the babe ſprang, though impriſo- 
ned in the darke womb. of his 
Mother. Thas the offender is 
not comforted, though many of 
the (pcRatours, and under-offf- 
cerstell him he ſhall be pardemed, 
until} he heares the ſame from 
the mouth of the Judge him- 
felfe who hath power and place 
to forgive him ;/aad then his 
heart reviveth with comfore. 
Tim. God ſend me ſuch comfort - 
mune Ye, 1 am thankfull enio you 
for the anjwers you heve given 


we. - | 
Phil, Allthat1 wit adde is this. 
The Lacedemonians had alaw, 
that if a bad man, or one dil- 
eſteemed of the people,chanced 
to give good counſel, he was to 
ſtand 'By, and another, againſt 
whoſe perſon the people had no 
prejudice, was to ſpeake over 
the ſame words, which the for- 
mer had uttered. I am moſt 


ſenſi- 
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ſenſible ro my ſelfe of my owne 
badneſſe, and how juſtly Iam 
ſubjc& ro exception. Only my 
prayer ſhall be, that whilſt 
ſtand by, and am filent, Gods 
Spirit which is free from any 
faulc, and fuflof all perfeQion, 
would be pleaſed to repcat in 


thy heart, the ſelfe-ſame an(- 


wers I have given to your ob- 
jeRtions: And then what was 
weak, ſhallow and unſatisfying, 
aS it came from my mouth, ſhall 
and will be tull, powerfull, and 
ſarisfaQorie, as re-inforced in 


thee,by Gods Spirit. 
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XII. Dialogue. 
Meanes.to be uſed by wounded 
C onſciences, for the recove- 


ring of comfort. 


Tim. A Re there any uſefull 
meanes to be preſert- 

bed, whereby wounded Confeiences 

muy recover comfort the ſooner ? 

Phil. Yes, there are. 

Tim. But #ow adayes ſome conn 
denene all uſing of meanes,letGrace 
pm (ſay the) fl ) falh: and rex! ce to 

do its own wor 
mind will is Fae hin rot. ps 

emper of its owp accord - Thu 


pyrtgns ws ph pogr ſerving of God, 


a. | whilſt ufing of meancs, x & but 


Dubtes Jn Trewants i» Chriſts 

Schoole, 
Phil, What they pretend ſpi- 
4 ae prove muy and emp- 
TY, 
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ty, making lewd and lazic Chri- 
ſtians: Meancs may and muſt be 
uſed with rhele cautions, 3; That 
they be of Gods cr in 
his word,and not of mans meecre 
iaycation.2, That weftil remem- 
ber they are but means, ang nor 
themain. For toaccount of helps 
more then helpes, is the high- 
way to make them hindrances. 
Laitly, that none 'rcly barely on 
che ded deve, vehich conceit will 
undoe him that did it, gſpecia}ly 
if any apinion of merig be fixed 
therein, wha athe ful T* 
im, Wo « the firſt meanes 
mt uſe, fer 1 ne-aſſnore te. perſongit 
4 mannded con{ctence ? 

P4:l. Conltantly pray to God, 
that in his que tame. he would 
ſpcake peacc untathee, 

; Tim. My prajers are befter omit- 
ted then i Lake They are ſa meak 
hy wil lng the eres 
aiſpment upon me, and invelye me 

| within 
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within the* Prophets t6rſe,y0 theſe *Jer.q8.10 
that doe rhe worke of the Lord 
neghgently. 

« Phil. Prayers neghigent]y per- 
formed, draw a Curie, bur not 
prayers weakly performed. The 
former is when one can do bet. 
ter, and will not; rhe latter, is, 
when one would do berter, bur 
* | alas,he cannor: And ſuch failings 
11 as they are his finnes,{o rhey are 
his forrows alfo : Pray there- 

Y | fore faintly,thar thou maiſt pray 


ed fervently;pray weakly,that thou 
51 mayeſt pray ſtrongly. 
nt Tim. But in the Law they were 


forbidden to offer 10 God any lame 

F * ſacrifice, and ſuch axe wy pray- 

Bf ers, *Deut.15; 
dy phil. r. Obſervea otcat diffe- * 

. | rence, betwixt the marernall $4- 

mn crifice under the Low, and ſpiritu- 

#4" | ab Sacrifices(thecabve; of the Hips) 

P*” | under che Goſpels. The former 

F rok C4 

. . 2 e- 
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becauſe they did typifie and re- 
ſemble Chrift himſelte : The lat- 
ter (not figuratively repreſenting 
Chriſt, but heartily preſented un- 
to him) muſt be as good as may 
be gotten, though many imper- 
teftions will cleaveto our beſt 
pertormances, which by Gods 
mercy are forgiven, 2, Know 
thac that inScriptere is accounted 
lame, which is counterfeit, and 
diſſembling, (in which ſenſe 

*: Kings * Hypocritesare properly called 

18.21. halters) and therefore it thy 
= though never ſo weake, 
be (ound, and fincere, it is aCc- 
ceptablc with God. 

Tim. What other counſel do you 
preſcribe me ? 

Phil. Be diligent in reading 
the word of God, wherein all 
comfort is conteined , ſay not 
that chou art dumpiſh and un- 
diſpoſed toread, but remember 

how traycllers muſt cat gon 
ner 


— 
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their ſtomach y their journey. 


will digeſt it : and though their 
Palate find no pleaſure for the 
preſent, their whole body will 
fcele ſtrength for the future. 
Thau haſt a great journey to go, 
a wounded conſcience is farre to 
travell to find comfort, (and 
though weary, ſhall be welcome 
at his journeys end) and there- 
fore muſt feed on Gods word, 
even againſt his own dull dif- 
poſition, ſand ſhall afterwards 
reap benefic —_ 

Tim. Proceed in your appointin 
of wholſome dyet oy ny. 
conſcience #9 obſerve. 

Phil. Avoid ſolitarineſſe, land 
aſſociate thy ſeltc with pzows and 
godly company: O the bleſſed 
fruits thereof ! Such as want 
Skill or boldneſſe to begin or 
ſera Pſalme, may competently 
follow rave in conſort with 
others: Many houſcs in Londen 
. G3 have 
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have ſo weak walls, and are of 
ſo ſlight and lender building, 
that were they ſet alone mn 
the fields, probably they would 
not ſtand an houre ; which now 
ranged in freefs 'receive ſupport 
in themſelves, and mucually re- 
rurne it to others; $o mayſt 
thou in good ſociety, not only 
be reſerved from much miſ- 
chictc, but alſo be ſtrengthened 
and confirmed in many godly 
exerciſes , which ſolely thou 
couldeſt nor perform. 

Tim. What elſe muſt I do ? 

Phil. Be induſtrious in thy 
calling; I prefle this the more, 
becauſe ſome erroncouſly con- 
ceive that a wounded conſcience 
cancels all 1ndentwres of ſervice, 
and gives them (during their 
affliction ) a diſpenſation to be 
idle. The inhabitants of the 
Biſhoprick of * Durham pleaded a 


priviledge, that King Zdwerd the 


frft, 


of. 4 wounded Confeience. 8+ 
Ft had hb power, although on 
| neteſlary occaſion, -ro 
them to go out of the Conniry; 
becauſe* forſooth, they termed 
themſelves Haly-worke-folke, on- 
ly to be uſed in defending the 
holy Shrine of S. Cuthbert, Let 
none in like manner pretend, 
that (duting the agony of a woun- 
ded conſcience) they are. to have 
no other imploymenr, then ro 
fit moping to brood" their Me- 
lancholly, or elſe only ro atrend 
their devotions; whereas a good 
way to divert or aſſwage theit 
pain within, is to take paines 
without intheir vocation. I am 
confident, that happy minute 
which ſhall put a period to thy 
miſery, ſhall not find thee 1dle, 
but employed, as ever ſome ſe- 
cret good is accrewing to ſich, 
who zre diligent- in their caF- 
lines, / | and I I 
Fm But though'- wounded 
: o G 4 Con- 
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conſciences are not to be freed 


om all worke, are they not tobe 
nia in their worke ? 


Phil. Yesverily. Here let me 
be cheAdvocate to ſuch Parents 
and Maſters, who have Sonnes, 
Servants, or others under their 
authority afflited with wounded 
Conſcicnces, O, doe not with 
the Egyptian task-maſters,cxaRt 
of them the full tale of their 
bricke, 0 ſpare 4little till they 
have recovered ſome ſtrength. Un» 
realon:bl : that maimed men, 
ſhould pafſe on equall duty 
with ſuch -Souldiers as arc 
ſound. 

Tim. How muſt I diſpoſe my 
ſelfe on the Lords day ? 

Phil. Avoid all ſervile work, 
and expend it only in ſuch aRi- 
ons, as tend to the ſanQifyi 
thereof, God the great - 
lord of all time hath let out Sx 
dar:s in the weeke to me ro 
. MC 


of a wounded Conſcience. 
farme them ; the Seavenrh day 
he reſerveth as Demeanes in his 
owne hand : If therefore we 
would have quict pofſeſhon, & 
comfortable uſe of whac God 
hath Jeaſed outto us, let us not 
_—_— on _ Demeanes. Some 
Popiſh * people make a ſuper- 
ious SR of the Pan 7 
by the faireneſle or fouleneſſe 
thereof, gueſſing ofthe weather 
all the weeke after.” Burt I dare 
boldly ſay, that from our well 
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*Ifitrains 


—— 


Meſſe, it 
will rae 
al weeke 


leſſe. A 


or ill ſpending of the Zords Day, time. 


a probable conjeture may be 
made, how the following weeke 
will be imployed. Yea I con- 
ceive, we are bound (as matters 
now ſtand in England) to2 
ſtriger obſervation of the Lords 
Day, then ever before, Thata 


time was due to Gods Service, 


no- Chriſtias in our Kingdome 

ever did deny: That the ſame 

was weckly diſperſed in my 
. Lor 
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Lords Day, Holy dayes, Wilnes- 
dayes, Fridayes, Saturdayes, ſome 
have carneſtly maintained : 
Seeing therefore, all the laſt 
are generally negleRed, the 
former muſt be more ſtrictly 
obſerved , it being otherwiſe 
impious, that our devotion ha- 
ving anarrower channel, ſhould 
alſo carry a ſhallower ſtreame. 

Tim. Whet other means muſt I 
wſe for expedition of comfort tomy 
wounded Conſcience ? 

Phil, Confeſſe * that finne 
or finnes, which moſt perplexes 
thee, to ſome Godly Miniſter, 
who by abſolurion may pro- 
nounce, and apply pardon nato 
thee, 

Tim. This confeſſion is but 
agevice of Divines, thereby to 
Shrae themſelves into other mens 
ſecrets , ſo tv mold , and* manage 
them with wore caſe to their owne 
prof, {0 2h: 

Phil. 


A, 5 Oo =" kk Tm 7FF FT = rr mum 
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of a ownded Conſcience. 

Phal. God forbid they ſhould 
have any other defigne, bur 
your ſatety, and therctore 
choole your confeſſour, where 
you pleaſe ro your @wne con- 
rentment , ſo that you may 
finde eaſe, fetch it - where you 
may, it is not our credit, but 
your cure we ſtand upon. 

Tim. But ſuch confeſſion hath 
beene counted rather arack for 
Sound,they 4 remedy for wounded 
Conſciences. 

Phil, It proveth fo, as abu- 
ed inthe Remiſh Charch, requi- 

ing an enumeration of all mor- 
all finnes, therein ſuppoſing an 
rror, that ſome {innes are not 
nortall, and impoſing an impol- 
bility, that all can be reckoned 
p. Thus the conſcience is tortus 
ed, becauſe it can never tread 
rmly, feeling no bottome, be- 
ng ſkill uncertain of Confeſſion, 
and ſo of Abſolution) whether 
. or 


ol 
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orno he hath acknowledged all} 
his finnes. But where this ordi-f 
nance is commended as conve.ſ 
nient, not commanded as neceſ.ſ 
ſary, left free, not forced, in ca. 
ſes of extremity , ſoveraigne uſe}! 
may be made, and hath been 
found thereof, neither Magiſtratth' 
nor Minifter carrying the Sword 
or the Xeyes in vaine. 
Tim. But,Sir,I expetied ſome_ 
rare inventions from you, for curing) 
wounded conſciences : whereas 
your receipts hitherto are old, tale 
wſnall, common, and ordinary , ther 
i nothing new in any of them, 
Phil.- I anſwer, Firſt, it Y 
wounded conſcience had been a newſP 
diſeaſe, never heard of in Godgſ! 
Word before this time , then 
perchance we muſt have beeyP 
forced to find out new remediesJ0 
Bur it is an o/d Malady,and therey 
fore old phyſick is beſt applyeq® 
unto it, Secondly,the _— 
Ec 


of a wounded Conſcience. 
all Jdeed are old, becauſe preſcribed 
di-JÞy him, who is the * Ancient of «nav.7.9. 
ve. (deyes. Bur the older the berter, 
ef bccauſe warranted by experi- 
ca.yence to be cffectuall. Gods ordi- 
uſeJoances are like the cloathes * of « n,,, 1,. 
-enithe Children of 1ſrael, during our 5. 
4 wandring inthe wilderneſle of 
this world , they never wax old, 
ſo asto have their vertue in ope- 
ration abated or decayed. Third- _ _ 
ly, whereas you call them com- © 
men, would to God they were 
ſo, and as generally praQticed,as 
they are uſually preſcribed. 
Laſtly, know we meddle not 
if with cariow heads , which are 
pleaſed with new-fangled rari- 
tics, but with wounded conſciences, 
who love ſolid comfort. Sup- 
poſe our Receipts ordinary and 
obvious ; It * Nazwa» counts the »,xing, 5 
cure too cheap and eafic , none 2:- 
Jwill picty him if Rill he be pain- 
ined with his leprofic. 


, Tier. 
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Tim. But your 'reoriprs avs tos 
loofe and large. not fitted and appro- 
preated to my malady alone, For al 
theſe, Pray , reade,, keep good 
company, be diligentin thy cal- 
ling, obterve the Sabbath, con- 
tefle rhy finnes, &c. ) muy 4s wel 
be preſcribed to one gnilty of pre- 
ſumption, 45 #8 me ready 80 de- 

aire, 

Phil, Ir doth net follow that 
our phyfick is nor- proper foryl 
one, becauſe it may be profira- 
ble tor both. 

Tim. But Deſþ aive and Preſamp. 
tz0n being contrary diſeaſes flowing} - 
fromcontrarycaafes mmſt have con- 


ITAFY Cures, 
. Phil. Though they flow im- 
mediately from contrary Ccau- 
fes', yer oviginally from the 
common fountaine of naturyall 
corruption: And therefore ſuch 


meanecs as I have propounded, |, 


tending E—INIIINY | 
0 
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of Qur .CQrFugs, nature, may. ge- 
nexally, though nat equally be 
uſefull te humble the U- 
ming, 3nd comfort the deſpai- 
ring z But to cut off cavills in 

| the next Dialogue, wee'l come 
claſely to peculiar caunſells un- 

| tothee. 


X 11 Dialogue. 
Foure wholfome counfells, for 


a wounded Conſcience ta pra- 
Ettce. 


Tim, P Erforme your promiſe, 
which « the firſ coun- 

ſell you cammend unto me ? 
Phil. Take heed. of ever re- 


Id difclaume his 


redigall 7 returapy, ta his F4 *Luk.15.21 


th 
p; & 


0d, 


I 23. 


* Epheſs. COnfider , what the * Apoſtle 


ther did not ſay, I am »otthy ſonne, 
but, 1 4» no more worthy tobe cal- 
led thy ſonne. Beware of baſtar- 
dizing thy ſclfe, being as much 
as Satan defires, and more then 
he hopes to obtaine, Other- 
wiſc ithy folly would give him 
more.then his fury could ger. 

Tim. 1conceive this anced full 
Cant ion. , 

Phil. It will appeare ſo if we 


ſaith, that we wreſtle with princi- 
palities and powers. Now wreſtlers 
in the Olympian games Were ne- 
ked, and anointed with oile to 
make them flick, and glibbery, 
ſo to afford no hold-faſt ro ſuch 
as ſtrove with them. Let us nor 
gratifie the Devill with this ad- 
vantage againſt our ſelves, at þ 
any time todiſclaime our Sowne. 
foup in God: It the Devill catch- 
cth us at this lock,he will chrow þ 
us flat, and hazard the breaking ; 
P 


w ff $5 ww. 
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of our necks with finall deſpair. 
Ohno ! Still keep this point; a 
Prodigal ſonne I am, but a ſonne, 
no baftard : A leſt ſheepe, but a 
ſheepe, no' goate: An unprofitable 
ſervant, but Gods ſervant,and not 
abſolute ſlave to Sathan. 

Tim. Proceed t8 your ſecond 
counſel. 

Phil, Give credit to what 
Trave and godly perſons con- 
ceive of thy condition, rather 
then what thy own fear, (an in- 
competent Judge) may ſuggeſt 
unto thee, A ſeared Conſcience 
thinks better of -it ſelfe, a wownd- 
d worſe, then it ought: The 


h Pormer 'may account all finne a 


port, the latter all ſport a fin: 
Melancholy men, when fick, 
are ready to conceit any cold to 


- Þc the cough of the Lungs, and an 


Ws 
pf 


vrdinary Paſte, no lefle then the 
lague ſore: SO wounded conſciences 


onceive finnes of infirmity to be 
| H of 
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of preſamption, (ins of ignorance 
to be of kurwledge, appichend- 
ing their caſe more dangerous 
then it is indeed, 
Tim. But it ſeemeth wnreaſona- 


ble that 1 ſhould rather truſt ans- 


thers ſaying, then my own ſenſe of 
my ſelfe. 

Phil, Every manis beſt judge 
of his ow ſelfe, it he be his own 
ſelfe, bur during the ſwound ofa 
wounded conſcience, I deny thee to 
be come to thy own ſelfe : whilſt 
thine eyes are blubbering, and a 
tearc hangs before thy ſight, 
thoucanſt not ſce things cleare- 
ly and truly, becauſe looking 
through a double medium of airc 
and water; ſo whilſt this cloudf 
of penſivenes is pendent before 
the eyes of thy ſoule, thy eſtate 
iscrroncouſly repreicnted unto 


of 4 wounded Conſcience. gg 
Phil.ln thy agony of a wrowubled 

conſcience alwayes look upwards 
unto a gracious God to keep thy 
{oule ſteady, tor looking down- 
ward on thy {clfc,thou ſhalt find 
nothing but what will encreaſe 
thy tearc, infinite finnes, gaod 
deeds few, and impeite: Ir is 
not thy Faith,but Gods faithful. 
neſſe thou muſt relie upon, caſt» 
ing thine cycs downwards on 
thy ſclfe to behold the great di- 
ſtance betwixt what thou deſer- 
veſt, and what thou deſireſt, js 
enopghto makethce giddy,ſtag- 
ger and reel into deſpaire: Ever 
therefore _—_ thine eyes unto 
the *hils, from whence commeth thy *p01. 111 
helpe, never viewing the deepe ': 
Dale of thy own unworthines, 
burto abare thy pride when 
tempted to preſumptios, 

Tim, Sir, your fourth 474 lie 
counſel, 


Phil. Be not diſheartned as jf 
H 2 comfort 
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comfort would not come at all, 
becauſe it comes not all at once, 
burfſtiently atrendGods leiſure: 
they are not ſtyled the ſwift, but 
the * Sure mercies of David : And 
the ſame Prophet ſaith, * The 
glory of the Lord ſhall be thy Rere- 
ward, this we know comes up 
laft to ſecure and make good all 
the reſt : Be aſſured, where grace 
patiently leads the From, glory 
at laſt will be in the Reare. Re- 
member the prodigious pati- 
ence of Eliahs ſervant, 

Tim. Wherein was it remarke- 
able ? 

Phil. In obedience to his ma- 
ter: He went ſeverall times to 
the Ses;it is tedious for me to tell 
what was not troubleſome for 
him todoe, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
times ſent down ſteepe Carmel, 
with danger, and up it again 
with difficulty, and all to bring 
newes of nothing, till his Jaſt 

journey, 


of a wounded Conſcience. 


journey, which made recom- 
pence for all the reſt, with.the 
tydings of a cloud arifing. So 
thy thirſty ſoule, long parched 
with drowth for want of cofort, 
though late,art laſt,ſhall be plen- 
titully refreſhed with the dew of 
conſolation, | 

Tim. I ſhall be happy if 1 find 
it [0. 

Phil, Confider the cauſes 
why a broken Leg is incureable 
ina Horſe, and cafily cureable 


ina man: The Horſe is incapa- | 


ble of counſell ro ſubmit him- 
ſelfe ro the Farrier, & therefore 
in caſe his Leg be (et, he flings, 
flounces, and flics out, unjoynt- 
ing it again by his miſ-imployed 
mettle, counting all binding to 
be ſhackles & ferters unto him; 
whereas 2 man willingly refign- 
eth himſelte to be ordered by 
the Chyrurgeon, preferring rather 
to bea priſoner for ſome daycs, 

b H 3 then 
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then a Cripple all his life. Be not 

like 4* Horſe or Mule, which have 

wo under ſtanding, but let patience 

have its perfet# worke- in thee, 

When God gocth about zo bind 
® James 1. #þ the *broken hearted, tarry his 
time, thongh eaſe come not at 
an inſtanr,yea though it be pain- 
full tor che preſent, in due time 
thou ſhalt certainly receive com- 
fort. 


3. 
Iſa. 61.1. 


LO — 


XIV. Dialogue. 


(omfortable meditations for 
wounded Conſciences to muſe 


upon . 


Tim.Y ?Urniſh me I pray with 

ſome comfortable *rac- 

ditations; whereon I may buſie and 
imploy my ſoule when alone. 

Phil, Firſt confider that our 

Sxvieur had not only a notio- 

nill, 
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nall, but an cxperimencall and 
meritorious knowledge of the 
paines of a wounded conſcience, 
when hanging onthe Croſſe : It Paut 
conce:wed himſclfe happy being to 
anſwer for himſelt, before King 
Agrippa, eſpecially becauſe he knew + 1.25:6.: 
him to be expert inall the ca- 
ftomes and queſtions of the Fewes, 
How much more juſt cauſe hath 

thy wounded conſcience of comfort 

and joy, being in thy prayers to 
plead before Chriſt himſelf, who 
hath felt thy pain, and deſerved 

that in due time by his ſtripes 
thou ſhouldſt be healed ? 

Tim. Proceed I pray in this com- 
fortable ſubje?. 

Phil. Secondly, conſider that 
herein, like Eljah, thou ncedeſt 
not complaine that thou art left 
alone, ſeeing the beſt of Gods 
Saints in all ages have ({marted in 
the ſame kind,inſtance in David : 


Iadeed ſometimes he boaſterh 
A H 4 how 
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then a Cripple all his life. Be not 
*Pſal. 32. like 4* Horſe or Mule, which have 
9 wo underſtanding; but let patience 

have its perfec# worke- inthee, 

When God gocth about zo bind 
® James 1. #þ the *broken hearted, tarry his 
time, thongh eaſe come not at 
an inſtanr,yea though it be pain- 
full for the preſent, in due time 
thou ſhalc certainly receive com- 
forr. 


3. 
Iſa. 61.1, 


LO — 


XIV. Dialogue. 


( omfortable meditations for 
wounded Conſciences to muſe 


upon. 


Tim.) \Urniſh me I pray with 

ſome comfortable *ac- 

ditations; whereon I may buſie and 
imploy my ſoule when alone. 

Phil. Firſt confider that our 

Sxvieur had not only a notio- 

nill, 


of a wounded Conſcience. 103 
nall, but an cxperimentall and 
meritorious knowledge of the 
paines of a wounded conſcience, 
when hanging onthe Croſſe : It Paul 
conce:wed himſelfe happy being to 
anſwer for himſelf, before King 
Agrippa, eſpecially becauſe he knew + 1 25:6. 
him to be expert inall the ca- 
ftomes and queſtions of the Fewes, 
How much more juſt cauſe hath 

thy wounded conſcience of comfort 

and joy, being in thy prayers to 
plead before Chriſt himſelf, who 
hath felt thy pain, and deſerved 

that in due time by his ſtripes 
thou ſhouldſt be healed 2 

Tim. Proceed I pray in this com- 
fortable ſubje?. 

Phil. Secondly, confider that 
herein, like Eljah, thou ncedeſt 
not complaine that thou arr lefr 
alone, ſeeing the beſt of Gods 
Saimts in all ages have {marted in 
the ſame kind;inſtance in David : 
Iadeed ſometimes he boaſterh 
.. H 4 how 
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*Pla.23-> how he lay in green * paſtares,and 
was led by ſtill waters, But after 
he bemoancrth that he ſinks in 

*Pla.69.2, * deepe mire, where there was no 
ſtanding. What is become of 
thoſe greene paſtures ? Parched 
up with the drowth. Where are 
thoſe ſtil waters ? Troubled 
with the tempeſt of afflition, 
The ſame David compareth 

*Compare himſclte to an * owle, and inthe 

Pla 192 next Pſalme relſembleth him- 

102.5. | fſelfe to an Eagle. Doe two 
fowles flie of more different 
kind 2 The one the Scorne, the 
other rhe Soverazgne; the one 
the ſloweſt, the other the ſwifteſt, 
the one the moſt ſharp ſighted, 
the other the moſt dimme-eyed 
of all B:rds, Wonder not then, 
to find in thy ſelfe ſudden , and 
ſtrange alterations. Ir fared 
thus with all Gods ſervants , 
in their agonies of temptation, 
and be confident thereof,though 

now 
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now run aground, with gricfe, 
in due time thou ſhalt be all 
afloate with comforrt, 


Tim. 1am loath to interrupt 
you in ſo welcome a diſcow ſe. 

Phil. Thirdly, conſider, that 
thou haſt had, though not grace 
enotghto cure thee, yet enough 
to keep thee, and conclude that 
he, whoſe goodneſſe hath ſo 
long held thy head above water 
from drowning, will at laſt 
bring thy whole body ſafely ro 
the ſhoare. The Wife of Manoab, 
had more faith then her husband, 


and thus ſhe reaſoned , * If the *udg. 13. 


Lord were pleaſed to kill ns he *3- 
would not have received 4 burnt 
and a meat offering at our hands. 
Thou mayſt argue in like man- 
ner : If God had intended 
finally to forſake me, he would 
never ſo often have heard and 
accepted my prayers, in {uch 
a mcaſure as to vouchſatc unto 

. me, 
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inſomuch, that perchance = 


me, though not tull deliverance 

from, tree preſervation in my 
aftlition. Know God hath done 
great things for thee already , and 
thou mayſt conclude from his 
orace of ſupportarion hitherto, 
grace of caſe, and relaxation 
hereafter. 

Tim, 1t « pitty to diſturb you, 

oceed, 

Phil. Fourthly,confider, that 
beſides the private ſtock of thy 
owne, thoutradeſt on the pub- 
lick ſtore of all good mens 
prayers , pur up to heaven for 
thee, What a mixture of Zan- 
guages met in Hierwſalem at Pente- 
coft, * Parthians, Medes, and Ela- 
mites, &c, But conceiverto thy 
comfort, what a ' medley of 

rayers, in ſeverall tongues dai- 
y , center themſelves in Gods 
eares in thy bchalfe, Znghiſh, 
Scotch, Iriſh, French, Dutch, &C. 
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doſt not underſtand one ſyllable 
of their prayers, by whom thou 
mayſt reap benefit. 

Tim. 1s it not requiſite to inti- 
tle me to the profit of other mens 
prayers , that I particularly know 
their perſons which pray for me ? 

Phil, Not at all, no more 
then it is ncedtull that the eye or 
face muſt ſee the backward 
parts, which is difficult, or the 
inward parts of the body,which 
is impoſhblez without which 
ſight, by ſympathic they ſerve 
one another, And ſuch is the 
correſpondency by prayers, 
berwixt the myſtical] members 
of Chriſts body, corporally un- 
ſeen one by another. 

Tim. Proceed to 4 fift Medita- 
tion. 

Phil. Confider, there be five 
kinds of Conſciences on foot in 
the world .: Firſt, an zgnorant 


eonſcience,which neither _— 
" ait 
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ſaith any thing, neither bebolds 
the ſinnes in a ſoule, nor re- 
proves themm, Secondly , the 
flattering conſcience, whoſe ſpeech 
is worle then filence it ſelte, 
which though ſeeing fin,ſoorhs 
menin the committing thereof, 
Thirdly, the ſcared conſcience_, 
which hath neither fighr,ſpeech, 
* Epheſ,q. nor ſenſc, in men that arc * paſt 
19, feeling. Fourthly, a wounded con- 
ſcience, trighted with finne, The 
laſt, and beſt, is a quiet,and cleare 
conſcience,pacified in Chriſt Feſus, 
Of theſe the fourth is rhy caſe, 
incomparably better then the 
- three former, ſothat.a wile man 
would not take a world to 
change wich them, Yea a woun- 
ded conſcience is rather paiofull 
then fintull, an affliion, no: of- 
fence, and is in the ready way, 
at the next remove,to be turned 
Into a quiet conſcience. 
Tim. 7 hearkgn wnto you with 


. 
- 
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attention and comfort. 

Phil. Laſtly, conſider the 
1« || goodeficRs of a wounded con- 
ſcience, privative for the pre- 
ſent, and poſitive for the future, 
Firſt, primative, this heavineſſe 
of thy heart (for the time being ) 
is a bridle to thy ſoule, keeping 
it from many finnes it would 
otherwiſe commit, Thou that 
now fitteſt ſad in thy ſhop, or 
walkeſt pcofive in thy Parlour, 
or ſtandeſt fighing in thy cham- 
ber,or lyeſt ſobbing on thy bed, 
mighteſt perchance at the ſame 
time be drunke, or wanton, or 
worle, if not reftrained by this 
afflition, God faith in his Pro- 
phet ro Fudah, * I will bedge thy «<q 1.5. 
way with thornes namely, to keep 
Att m committing ſþirits- 
all fornication, It is confeſt that a 
wounded conſcience, for the time, 
is 4 bedge of thornes, (as the meſ- 
ſenger of Satan, ſent to buffet S. 
| . Paul, 
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*:Cor.1z Paul, 1s termed a * thorne in the 
oi feſb. ) But this thornie tence keeps 

our wild ſpirits in the true way, 
which otherwile would be ftrag- 
ling: and it is becter to be held 
in the right road with bryars and 
brembles, chento wander on beds 
of roſes, in a wrong path , which 

leadethro deſtruRion. 
Tim. What are the poſative be- 
nefits of a wounded conlicience ? 
Phil, Thereby the graces in 
thy ſoule will be proved,appro- 
, ved, improved. Oh how cleare 
will thy Sun-ſbine be, when this 
Fond is blowne over ? And here 
Ican hardly hold from envying 
thy happineſle hereafter. O thar 
I might have thy future Crowne, 
without thy preſent Croſſe, thy 
Triumsphs, without thy Tryal, 
thy Conqueſt, without thy Com- 
bat ! Bur I recall my wiſh, as im- 
poflible, ſeeing what God hath joy- 
ned together, us may £49 pits = 
(7. 
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, | 4er.. Theſe things are ſo twiſted 
. | together, I mutt have both or 


- 
4 
, 
J 
| 
; 


neither. 


————_—_—_ 


X V. Dialogue. 


That is not alwayes the greateſt 
ſunne whereof a man us guil- 
ty, Wherewith his conſcience 
is moſt pained for the pre- 
ſent. 


Tim. VS that the greateſt (iv is 


4 mans ſoule , wheremith 
hs wounded con'cience , inthe 
4cony thereof, i moſt perplexed? 

Phil. Itis ſo commonly , but 
not conſtantly, Commonly in- 
deed, that fin moſt paineth and 
pincheth him,which commands 
as principall in his {oule. 

Tim. Have all mens bearts ſome 
one paxamount ſinxe, which rales 

As 


0 
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«& Sovecraigne over all the, 
reſt ? 

Phil. Moſt have. Yet as all 
Countries are not Monarchies , 
governed by Kings,but ſome by 
free- States, where many together 
have cquall power ; ſo it is pol- 
fible (though rare)chatone man 
may have two, three, or more 
finnes, which joyntly domincer 
in his heart , without any diſ- 
cernable ſuperiority betwixt 
them. 

Tim. Which are the ſinnes that 
moſt generally wound and afflitt a 
man , when his Conſcience s« ter- 
rified ? 

Phil. No generall rule can 
exacly be given herein. Some- 
times that fan, in aRing where- 
of, he rook moſt delight, it be- 
ing juſt , that the ſweerneſſe of 
his corporall pleaſure, ſbould be 
ſauced with more ſpiricuall ſad- 
neſſe., Sometimes that finne,, 

which 
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which (though not the fouleſt) 
is the frequenceſt in him. Thus 
his idle words may perplex him 
more, then his oathes or per- 
jury it ſelfe. Sometimes that fin 
(not which is moſt odious be- 
fore God, 'but) moſt ſcandalous 
betore men, doth moſt affli& 
him , becauſe drawing greateſt 
diſgrace upon his perſon and 
profeflion. Sometimes that fin 
which he laſt committed , be- 
cauſe all the circumſtances ther- 
of are ſtill firme and freſh ia his 
memory. Sometimes thar fin, 
which (though long fince by 
him committed ) he hath heard 
 ſvery lately powerfully repro- 
| Bved; and no wonder, if an old 
«new rubbed over, {marr the 
noſt. Somctimes that finne 
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yet now it may prove the fliar- 
peſt ſting in his conſcience. _ | 

Tim. May not one who * guilty 
; Ng. great ſinnes, ſometimes have 
i conſcience much troubled onehy 
for a fmall one? 
Phil. Yes verily: Country 
Paticars often complaine, not of 
 thediſeaſe which is moſt dange- 
rous, but moſt conſpicuous, Yea 
ſometimes they are more rtrou- 
bled with the ſymptome of 4 
diſcaſc (ſuppoſe an ill colour, 
bad breath, weak ſtomach) then 
with the diſcaſeitſclfe.So inthe 
ſoule,the conſcience oft-times is 
moſt wounded,not with thar of 
fence which is, but appeare 
moſt, and a finne incomparab! 
ſmall to others , whereof the 
_ guilty , may moſt. mo 
eft for the preſent , and that fo! 
three reaſons, 
Tim. Reckow them in order. 
Phil. Furft, that God - 
| _ 
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ſhew in buy, that as linges 2KC 
like the ſands ig number,ſo the 
are farre above them in heayi- 
ncfle, whereof the leaſt crum ta-« 
ken aſunder, and laid on the 
conſcicace, by Gods hand, in 
full weight thereof , is enough 
to drive it to deſpaire, 

þ Tim. What « the ſecond rea- 
on ? 

Phil. To manifeſt Gods ju- 
ſice, that thoſe ſhould be choa- 
ked with a gnat-fnne, who have 
ſwallowed many Camel-ſinnes, 
without the leaſt op Thus 
ſome may be terrificd tor not 
fafting on Friday,becauſe indeed 
they have been drunk an Sunday: 
They may be perplexed for 
their wanton dreames, when 
{leeping,. becauſe they were ne- 

q ver truly humbled for heir wic- 
ked deeds, when waking, Yea 

thoſe who never feared Babylon 


$4ke Great, may be frighred with 
E 2 little 
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little Zoar, 1 meanc,ſuch as have 
been faulty in flat ſuperſtition, 
may be tortured for commit- 
ting, or omitting a thing, in its 
owne nature, indifferent. 

Tim. What & the third rea. 
ſon ? 

Phil. That this paine for a 
leſſer finne may occafion his ſc- 
rious ſcrutiny, into greater of- 
fences. Any paltry curre may 
ſerve to ftarr and pur up the 
game out of the buſhes, whilſt 
fiercer, and fleeter Honnds arc 
behind to courſe and catch it. 
God doth make uſe of a ſmaller 
ſinne, to raiſe and rouze the 
conſcience out of ſecurity , and 
#0 put it up, as weſay, to be chu 
ſed, by the Reſerve of far grea- 
ter offences, /urking behind in the 
ſoule, unſeene, and unſorrowed 


"for. 


Tim. May not the conſcience” 
be troubled at that , whic 


of a wormded Conſcience. 


deed is no ſinne at all, nor hath tru- 
hy ſo much, as but the appearance of 
evill in it ? a 

Phil. It may. Through the er. 
ror of the underſtanding ſuch a 
miſtake may follow in the con- 
ſcience. 

Tim, What & to be done in ſuch 
a caſe ? | 

Phil. The: parties judgement 
muſt be refified, betore his con- 
ſcience can be pacified, Then is it 
the wiſeſt way to perſwade him 
tolay the Axe of repentance, to 
the Root of corruption” in his 
heart. When reall finnes in his 
ſouleare felled by unfaincd ſor-' 
row , cauſcleſſe ſcruples will 
tall of chemſelves. Till that roor 
| be cut downe, not onely the 
F leaſt bough , and branch of that 
tree, but the ſmalleſt rig, twig, 
and leafe thereof , yea the very 
empty ſhadow of a leafe (miſta- 

ken for a ſinne, and created a 
x T2 fault 
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fault by the jealoufie of a miſ. 
informed judgement) is fuffici- 
ent irftollerably to torture 2 
wounded conſcience. - 


X VI. Dialogue. 
Obſtruftions hindring tbe ſpeed 
flowing of comfort into « 
troubled ſoule. 


Tim. ow commeth it to 
Þ paſſethat comfort is ſo 

long a comming to ſome wounded 

cunſciences ? 

Phil. Tt proceeds from ſeyeral 
cauſes, cither from God,not yet 
pleaſed to give it; or the Pati- 
ent, not yet prepared to receive 
it z ot the Miniſter, not well fit- 
'ted ro deliver it. 

Tim. How from God not yet plea- 
ſedto give it ? | 

Phil. His time to beſtow con- 
ſolation 
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ſalation is not yet come : now 
no plummets of the heavieſt 
, humane importunity can ſo 
weigh downe Gods Clock of 
Time , as" to make it ſtrike one 
minute before hu houre be come. 
Till then his Mozber her ſelfe 
could not prevaile with * Chriſt *jchn 2.4. 
to workea Miracle,and turn water 
;|| into wine: and till that minute 
appointed approach, God will 
not, ina wownded conſcience, con- 
vert the water of «ffliion, into 
that wine of comfort, which waketh 
glad the heart of the ſoule, 
Tim. How may the hindrance_ 
| 6 in the Patient bimſelfe ? 
Phil. He may as yet not be 
ſufficiently humbled , or elſe 
God perchance in his provi- 
dence fore-ſceth, that as the 
prodigall child, when he had re- 
ceived his portion, riotauſly mil” 
ſpent it; ſethis ſick ſoule, if com” 
fort were imparted unto him » 
I 4 would 
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would prove an unthrift and ill 
husband upon ir, would loſe and 
laviſh it. God therefore con- 
ceiveth it moſt for his glory,and 
the others good , to keep the 
comforteſill in his owne hand, 
till the wounded conſcience get 
more wiſdome to manage and 
employ it, 

Tim. May not the fick mans 
too meane opinion of the Miniſter, 
be a cauſe why he reaps no more com- 
fort by bus counſell ? . 

Phil. It may. Perchance, the 
ſicke man hath formerly flight- 
and negleted that Miniſter, and 
God will not now make him the 
inſtrument for his comfort, who 
before had beene the objeR of 
his contempt, Bur on the other 
fide, ;we muſt alſo know that 
perchance the parties over-high 
opinion of the Miniſters parts, 
piety, and corporall preſence, 
(as if he cured where he come 
an 
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and carryed eaſe with him )may 
binderthe operation of his ad- 
vice. For God growes jealous 
of ſo ſuſpicious an inſtrument 
who probably may be miftaken 
for-the principall, Whereas a 
meaner man, of whoſe ſpiritu- 
alneile the patient hath not ſo 
high carnall conceipts, may 
prove more effeQuall in com- 
forting, becaule not within the 
compaſle of ſuſpitionto cclipſe 
God of his glory. | 

Tim. How may the obſtruttions 
be inthe Miniſter himſelfe ? 

Phil. It he comes unprepared 
by prayer, or poſſeſſed with 
pride, or unskilfall ia what he 
undertakes ; wherefore in ſuch 
caſes a Miniſter may doe well 
to refle& on himſclfe, (as the 


* Diſciples did when they could *Mar. r;. 
not caſt out the Devill) andto 5 


call his heart to account, what 
may be the cauſe thereof ; par- 
| ticularly 
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ticularly whether ſome unre. 

nced-for fſinne in himſclfe, 
hath not hindred the cffc&s of 
his councellsin others. 

Tim. However you would not 
have him wholly dhſhearined, with 
his ill ſucceſſe. 

Phil. O no; butlet him com- 
fort himſelfe with theſe confi- 
derations. Firſt,that though the 
Paticnt gets no bencfit by him, 
he may gain experience by the 
patient, thereby being enabled 
more effeQually to proccede, 
with ſome ether in the ſame 
diſeaſe. 2. Though the fickman 
refuſcth comfort for the pre- 
ſent, yet what doth not fink on a 
ſudden, may ſoake in by de. 
grees, and may prove profita-f , 

le afterwards, Thirdly, his 
unſucceeding paines may not- 
withftanding facilitate comfort 
for another to worke- in the 
ſame body, as Selowon built a 
Temple 
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Temple with moſt materialls 
formerly provided, and brought 
thither by David, Laftly, grant 
his paines altogether loft on the 
wounded Conſcience, yet his * L4- 
boxr is not in vaine in the Lord, 
who without reſpe&. to the 
event will reward his endea- 

Tim. But what if this Miniſter 
hath beene the means to caft this ſick 
man downe, and now cannot comfort 
him ag aint ? 

Phil. In \uch a caſe, he muſt 
make this ſad accident the more 
matter torfiis humiliation, but 
not for his dejeRtion. Be- 
ſides, he is bound, both in ho- 
nour and honeſty, Civility 
and Chriftianity, -to procure 
what he cannot performe, cal- 
ling in the advice @f others 
more able to aſſiſt him,not con- 
ceiving out of pride or envie, 
that the diſcreet craving of the 
| helpe 
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helpe of athers, is a diſgracefull 
confeffing of his owne weak- 
neſſe, like thoſe malitious 21d. 
wives, who had rather that the 
woman in travyaile ſhould miſ- 
carry, then be ſafcly delivered 
by the hand of another , more 
Skilfull then themſelves, 


XVII. Dialogue. 
What ts to be conceived of their 
finall eflate who die m a 
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without any viſible comfort. 


Tim. Hat thinke you of 
och, who yeeld up 
their ghoſt in the agony of an at- 


flitcd ſpirit,without receiving the 
teaft ſenſible degree of comfort ? 
Phil, Let me be your remem- 
brancer to call or keep in your 
mind, what I ſaid before, that 
our 
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our diſcourſe onely concerneth 


the Children of God : This no- 
tion renued I anſwer. It is poſſi- 


ble that the fick ſoule may re- 


ceive ſecret ſolace , though the 
ſtanders by doe not perceive it. 
We know how inſcafibly Satan 
may ſpirt and injeQt Deſpaire in- 
roa heart,and ſhall we notallow 
the Lord of heaven to be more 
dextrous and: ative with his 
Antidotes,then the devil is with 
his Poyſons ? 

| Tim. Surely 3f he had any ſuch 
comfort, he would ſhew it by words, 
ſognes, or ſome way , were it onely 
but to comfort his ſad kindred, and 
content ſuch ſorrowfull friends 
which ſurvive him , Were there any 
hidden fire of conſolation kindled in 
his heart,it would ſparkle in hu looks 
and geſtures, eſpecially ſeeing no ob- 
ligation of ſecrecie s impoſed on 


him, 4 on the * blind man » when *Mar. $. 
26. 


healed, to tell none thereof. 
Phil, 
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Pbil. It may | be - he cannot 
diſcover the comfort he hath 
received , and that for two rea- 
ſons : Firſt , becayſe it comes {6 
lace, when he lycthin theAterches 
of life and death, being ſo weak, 
that he can neither ſpeak , nor 
make fignes with Zechariah, be- 
ing atthat very inſtant, when the 
folver cord is ready to be looſed , and 
the golden bowle to be broken, and 
the pitcher to be broken at the foun- 
taine, and the wheels to be broken at 
the crſterne. 

Tim. What may be the other 
reaſon ? 

Phil. Becauſeche Comfort it 
ſclte may be incommunicable 
in its owne nature, which the 
party canitake, and not tcll; cn- 
joy, and not expreſle ; reccive, 
andnat impart: As by the al- 
fiſtance of Gods Spirit, he.ſent 

*Ram.8, VP* Zroanes which cannot be utte- 


6, red : {0 the ſame-may from on 
c 
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be xeturned with comfort;which 
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cangotbe uttered, and as hee 
had many inviſible and privy 
pangs, concealed from the cog- 
nizance of others, ſomay God 
give him ſecret comfort, known 
unto himſelf alenc, without any 
other mens ſharing in the no- 
tice thereof, * The heart knoweth *Proy. I 4+ 
his owne bittermeſſe, and a ſlrayger "© 

doth not intermeddle with his joys 
So that his comfort may be 
compared tothe new name given 
to Gods ſervants, * which no man 
knoweth, ſave be that receiveth tt, 

Tim. A# this proceeds on what 
is poſiible or probable , but amounts 
t0 no certainty. 

Phil. Wcll then, ſuppoſe the 
worſt, this1s moſt ture, though 
he die without tafting of any 
comfort here, he may inſtantly 

artake of everlaſting joyes 

Lemathes :Suzxcly many a de- 

{pairing ſoule, .groaning _— 
2 
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Laſt breath, with ſeare and 
thought to finke downeto hell, 
hath preſently beene counter- 
manded by Gods goodnefſle to 
cternall happineſle, 

Tim. What you ſay herein, ns 
map ialive can confirme or confute, 
as being 'knowne to God alone, and 
the fouls of the party. Only I muſt 
confeſſe, that you have charity on 
your ſide. 

Phil, I have more then cha- 
rity, namely,Gods plain & poſi- 

*Mar. 5.4. tive Promiſe, * Bleſſed are ſuch as 
mourne, for they ſhall be comforted. 
Now . though the particular 
time, whey, be not expreſled, 
yet the lateſt date that can beal- 
lowed, muſt be inthe world to 
come,whereſuch mourners,who 
have nor felrGod in his comfort 
here, ſhall ſee him in his gloryin 
Heaven. | 

Tim. But ſowe who have led 
pious and godly lives, have m_ 

id, 


= == «a 


c 
d 
d 
b 


of a wounded Conſcience, 1 29 
ted, pronouncing the ſentence of cou- 
demnation upon themſelves, having 
one foot already in hell by their owne 
confeſiion. 

Phil, Such confeſſions are of 
no validity, wherein their feare 
bears falſe witneſſe againſt their 
faith, The fineneſſe of the whole 
cloath of their life, muſt not be 
thoughe the worſe of, for a little 
courſe /;t atthe laſt. And allo 
their finall eſtate is nor to be 
conſtrued by - what was dark , 
doubtful!, and deſperate at their 
deaths, but muſt be.expounded, 
by what was plaine, cleare, and 
comfortable, 1a their lives. 

Tim.Tou then are confident that 
4 holy life,nuft have a happy death, 

Phil. Moſt confident. The 
Logicians hold, that, although 
from falſe premiſesa true con- 
cluſion may ſomtimes follow ; «x. 4;, 
yet from true propoſitions , poſwnr,vit 
nothing but a * truth can be hp 
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chence - inferred ,- fo though 
ſometimes: a bad. life -may be 
attended with a good death, 
(namely, by reaſon of repen- 
tance, though ſlow , fincere, 
though late, yer unfaigned, be- 
ing ſcaſonably interpoſed) but 
where a godly and gracious 
life hath gone before, there a 
good death muſt of neceſlity 
tollow ; which, though ſomc- 
times dolctull (for want of ap- 


parent comfort) to their ſurvi- 
ving friends, can never be dan- 
gerous to the party deceaſed. 
Remetrnber whar S. Pay! ſaith 


Tim. What wakes that place ti 
your purpoſe ? 

Phil. Exceeding much. Five 
cordiall obſervations are cou" 
ched therein. Firſt, that GodJ'i 
{cts a bigh price, and valuation 


on the foules of his ſervant, igÞ; 
that 
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that he is pleaſed to hide them ; 
None will hidetoyes,and trifles, 
but what is counted 2 treaſure, 
Secondly, the word hide, as a re- 
lative importeth , that ſome (-# 
. | ſecke after qur foules, being { p 
none other then Sathen himſelf, 
that roaring Lyon, who goes about 
*SE Ex1N 6G, Whom hemayde- +,py, x 
vour. Bur the beſt 1s, let him 
. Bſecke, and ſeeke, and ſeeke, ill his 
malice be wearie, (it that be 
;. poſſible) we cannot be hurt by 
him, whilſt we arc h:d4in God, 
Thirdly, grant Satan find us 
there, he cannot fetch us chence: 
-N0ur ſoules are bound in the je 
dle of life, with the Lord our God, 


So thax, be it ſpoken with reve- 
rence, God firft muſt be ftor- 
velmed with torce or trand, before 
the ſoule of a Saint-ſtnner, bid 
14jin him,can be ſurprized,. Fourth- 
ly, we ſce the reaſon, why {0 
ig] many are at a Joſe, inthe agony 
K z of 
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of a wounded conſcience, concer- 
ning their ſpirituall eſtate. For 
chey looke for their life in a 
wrong place, namely to finde it 
in their owne picty, purity, and 
inherent righteouſnefſe. But 
though they ſecke, and ſearch, 
and dig, and dive never ſodeep, 
all in vaine, For though Adams 
lite was hid in himſelfe, and} 
he intruſted with the kecpingſti 
his owne integrity, yet, fince 
Chriſts coming, all the original 
evidences of our ſalvation are 
kept in a higher office, namely, 
hidden in God himſelfe. Laſtly, 
as our Engliſh proverb ſaith, ht 
that hath hid can finde , ſo God[{ 
* Pſal. 68. (ro whom belongs the * iſſues from: 
*% _ death) can infallibly finde outfn 
thar ſoule that is hidden in him, 
though it may ſeeme, when dy-J'T 
ing, even tolabour to loſe it ſel 
in a fit of deſpaire. 
Tim. 1s & pitty, but that ſo 
com- 
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comfortable a doftrine ſhould be 
rue. 

Phil, It is moſt true: Surely 
2s *Foſeph and Mary conceived, "Luk.2.48 
that they had loſt Chriſt in a 
crowd, and ſought him three 
dayes {orrowing, till at laſt they 
found him beyond their ex- 
peRation, ſafe and ſound, fit- 
ting in the Temple: So many 
penfive parents ſolicirous for 
the ſoules. of their children, 
have even given them for gone, 
and lamented them loſt (be- 
cauſe dying without viſible 

comfort) and yet, in due time, 
»dIſhall fiade them to their joy and 
mIcomfort, ſafely poſſeſſed of ho- 
utJnour and happineſle, inthe midſ 
of the heavenly Temple, and Church 

-j Triumphant in gloty, 


K 3 -<18.Dia. 
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X V I IT. Dialogue, 
Of the different time and man. 


ner of the comming of com-\ 
fort to ſuch who are bealed off 


a wounded conſcience. 


Tim. ow long may 4 ſery 
of God lye under the) 
burden of « wounded conicience? 
* Aft.r.q7. Phil, * It i not for ws to kno! 
the times and the ſeaſons, which thi 
Father hath put in his owne power 
God alone knows whether thei 
gricfe ſhall be meaſured untc 
them, by houres, or dayes, 0 
weeks, or moneths , or many 
yeeres. 
Tim. How then js itthat Sai 
* \Cor.ro, Paul ſaith, ther God will give us 
13. the * iſſue with the temptatior 
if ene may long be viſited with thi 
malady ? 
Phil. The Apoſtle is not ſo to 
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be underſtood, as it the tempta- 
tion and iſſue were twins, both 
borne at che ſame inſtant, for 
then no afflition could laſt 
long,but muſt be ended as (oone 


how £neas truly plows, was bed- 
rid of the Paljze 8. yceres; the 


I2; yeeres; another woman bowed 


man * lome 38. yeercs at the 
poole of Betheſda. 

T Tim. Whatthenis the meaning 

of the Apoſtle ? 

Phil. God will give the iſſue with 
the temptation , that is , the temp- 
zation and the iſſue bear both the 
ſame date in Gods decreeing 
them,chough not in his applying 
them ; Ar che ſame time,where- 
in he reſolved his ſervancs ſhall 
be tempted, healſoconcluded of 
the means and manner, how the 


ſame perſons ſhould infallibly be 
K 4 de- 


133 


aS it is begunzwhereas we * read *A8.g.33 


woman diſeaſed with a *bloody iſſue * Mar.g,2. 


by enfirmity * 18, yeers; and the *Luk.1;, 


* Joh.5.5. 
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delivered. Or thus : God will give 
the iſſue with the temptation ; 
that 1s , as certainly , though 


. notas ſuddenly. Though they 


goe not abreaſt , yer they are 
joyned ſucceſſively , like two 
links in a chainc , where one en. 
deth, the other doth begin, Be- 
ſides, there is a two-fold iſſue, 
one, through a temptation ; ano- 
ther, out of a temptation. The 
former is but mediate,not finall, 
an iſfſze, to an iſſve, onely ſuppor- 
ting the perſon, tempted for the 
preſent,and preſerving him for a 
future full deliverance. Under- 
ſtand the Apoſtle thus, and the 
ſue is alwayes both given and 
applyed to Gods children, with 
the temptation, though the temp- 
tation may laft long after,before 
fully removed. 

Tim, 7 perceive then, that in 
ſome, awounded conſcience may con- 
tinue many yeeres, 

Phil, 
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Phil. So it may. I read ofa 
poore widdow, in the Land of 
* Limburgh, who had nine chijl- *Mclchior 
dren, and for 13, yeares toge- ou 
ther, was miſcrably afflited in loom 
mind, only becauſe ſhe had at — 
tended the dreiſing and feeding 
of her little ones, before going 
to Maſſe. Ar laſt it pleaſed God, 
to ſanRifie the endeavours of 
Franciſcus Funixe, that learned 
godly Divine, that upon true in- 
formation: oft her judgement , 
ſhe was preſently and perfectly 
comforted. 

Tim. Deth God give eaſe to all 
in ſuch manner, on a ſudden ? 

Phil. © no : Some receive 
comfort all ina lump, and in an 
inſtant they paſſe from Mid- 
nigbtco bright day ,withour any 
dawning betwixt. Others re- 
ceive conſolation by degrees, 
which is not poured, but dropt 
into them by little and little. 
Tim. 
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' Tim, Strange,that Gods dealing 
herein ſhould be ſo different with 
bis ſervants. 

Phil. Itis to ſhew , that as in 


*Jam.1.17 his procecdings there is ns * v4- 


riableneſſe , ſuch as may import 
him mucable or impotent, ſoin 
the ſame there is very much va- 
riety, to prove the fulncſle of his 
power, and freedome of his 
pleaſure, 

Tim. Why doth not God givt 
them conſolation all at once ? 

Phil, The more to employ 
their prayers, and exerciſe their 
patience. One may admire why 
*Boa7, did not give to Rautha 
quantity of Corn more orleſſe, 
{o ſending her home to her mo- 
ther, but that rather he kept her 
ſtill ro gleane; bur this was the 
reaſon, becauſe that is the beſt 
charity, which ſo relieves ano- 
thers poverty, as ſtill continues 
their induſtry : God in like man- 
ner, 
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ner, will not give ſome conſola. 
tion all at once, he will not ſpoil 
their (painful but) pious profel- 
fion of glcaning ; ſtill they muſt 
pray, and gather, and pray and 
leane, here an care, there a 
handfull of comfort, which God 
ſcatters in favour unto them , 
Tim. What muſt the party doe 
when he perceives God and his com- 
fort beginning to draw. mgh uno 
him ? | 
Phil. As * Martha, when fhe *joh.1r.20 
heard that Chriſt was a'comming . 
ſtaid not a minute at home, bur 
went out of her houſe to meet 
him : So muſt a fick ſoule, when 
conſolation is z comming, haſte 
out of himſelfe,and hie to enter- 
rain God with his thankefullnes. 
The beſt way to make a Homer 
of comfort encreaſeto an Ephah, 
(which is * cen times as much) *£x.16. 
is to be heartily gratefull for 35: 


what one hath already, that his 
ſtore 
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ſtore may be 'multiplycd : He 
ſhall never want more, who is 
thankefull for, and thrifty with 
a lictcle : Whereas ingratitude 
doth not only ſtop the lowing 
of more mercy, but even ſpils 
what was formerly received. 


—— ——— — 


XIX. Dialogue. 


How ſuch who are compleatly 
cured of « wounded conſcience, 
are to demeane themſelves. 


Tim, Ive me leave now to 

take upon me the perſon 
of one recovered ont of 4 wounded 
conſcience. 

Phil, In the firſt place,I muſt 
heartily congratulate thy happy 
condition, and muſt rejoyce at 
thy «pſittivg, whom God hath 
raiſed from the bed of deſpaire : 
welcome David out of the deepe, 
Da- 
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Daniel out of the Lions Den, Fo- 
nah, from the Whales belly: Wel- 
come Fob from the Danghil, re- 
ſtored to health and wealth a- 
gaine. 

Tim. Tea, but when Jobs bre- 
theren came to viſit him after his 
recovery,every one gave hima piecc 


of * money, and anecare-ring of *Job4z.r2 


gold: But the Preſent 1 expet# 
from you, let it be I pray ſome of your 
good counſel, for my future deport- 
ment. 


Phil. I have need to come to thee, 


and commeſt thou ts me? Faine 
would I be a Pax, fitting ar the 
feet of ſuch a Gamaliel, who hath 
been cured of a wounded conſci- 
exce, in the height thercot: I 
would turn my tongue into cares, 
and liſten atrentively to what ti- 
dings he bringeth from Hell 
ſclfe. Yea, I ſhould be worſe 
then the brethren of Dives , if I 
ſhould nor belicve anc riſen _ 

| the 
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the dead, for fuch ia cffeRt I con- 
ccive te be his condition, | 

Tim. But waving theſe digreſsi- 
0s, I pray proceed 10 give me good 
advice. 

Phil, Firſt, thankfully owne 
God, thy principall reftorer, & 
- Comforter Paramount, Re- 
* Luk, x7, member that of * tex Lepers,one 
w oncly returned to give thanks 

which ſheweth, that by nature, 
without grace over-{waying us, 
it is ten toone if we be thankful, 
Omit not alſo thy thankfulneſſe 
to good men, not onely to ſuch, 
who have bcen the Archires 
of rhy comfort, but even to 
thoſe , who though they have 
built nothing, have borne bur- 
thens towards thy recovery. 

Tim, Goe on I pray in your good 
counſell. 

Phil. Afociate thy ſelf with 
men of afflited minds, with 


whom thou mayft expend thy 
time 
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time, to thine and their beſt ad- 
vantage. O hoy excellently did 
Paul comply with Aquila and 
Priſcilla! As . their hearts a- 

greed in the generall profefſſi- 

on of Picty, ſo their hands met 

in the trade of *Tevt-makers,they . az, 
abode and wrought together, - 
being of the ſame occupation, 

Thus I count all wounded conſcien- 

ces of the ſame company , and 

may mutually reap comfort one 

by another, Onely here is the 
difference : they (poore ſoules) 

arc ſtill bound to their hard task 

and trade, whijſt thou (happy 

man) haſt thy Indentures cancel- 

led, and being free of that Profeſ- 

ſoon, art able to inſtru others 
therein. 

Tim. What inſtructions maſt 1 
commend unto them ? 

Phil, Even the ſame comfort, 
wherewith thou thy ſelfe was * com- *:Cor.1.4. 
forted of God: with PORTS 

them 
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the dead, for fuch in effeR IT con- 
ccive to be his condirion. | 
Tim. But waving theſe digreſss- 
0ns, I pray proceed 39 give me good 
advice. 
Phil. Firſt, thankfully owne 
God, thy principall reftorer, & 
- Comforter Paramount, Re- 
* Luk, x7, member that of * tex Lepers,one 
aa onely returned to give thanks 
which cheweth, that by nature, 
without grace over-{waying us, 
it is ten toone if we be thankful, 
Omit not alſo thy thankfulneſſe 
to good men, not onely to ſuch, 
who have bcen the Archircdts 
of rhy comfort, but even to 
thoſe , who though they have 
built nothing, have borne bur- 
thens towards thy recovery, 
Tim. Goe on I pray in your good 
counſell, 
Phil. Aſſociate thy (elf with 
men of afflicted minds, with 


whom thou mayft expend thy 
time 
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- | cimc, to thine and their beſt ad- 
vantage. O hoy excellently did 
- | Paul comply with Aquils and 
s | Priſcilla! As: iheir hearts a- 
greed in the generall profefſi- 
2 | onofPiecty, ſo their hands met 
: in the trade of *Text-makers,they . A183. 
- | abode and wrought together, - 

; being of the ſame occupation, 

; | Thus Icountall wowndedconſcien- 

| ces of the ſame company , and 

| may mutually reap comfort one 

by another, Onely here is the 
difference : they (poore ſoules) 

arc ſtill bound to their hard task 

and trade, whijſt thou (happy 

man) haſt thy Indentures cancel- 

led, and being free of that Profeſ- 

ſoon, art able ro inſtruct others 
therein. 

Tim. What inſtructions maſs ! 
commend unto them ? 

Phil. Ewen the ſame comfort, 
wherewith thou thy ſelfe was * com- *:Cor.1.4. 
forted of God: with age” 

them 
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the dead, for fuch in cficR I com- 
ccive to be his condirion. 
Tim. But waving theſe digreſsi- 
ons, I pray proceed 16 give me good 
vice. 
Phil. Firſt, thankfully owne 
God, thy principall reſtorer, & 
- Comforter Paramount, Re- 
* Luk, x7, member that of * tex Tepers,one 
_ onely returned to give thanks z 
which ſheweth, that by nature, 
without grace over-\waying us, 
it is ten to one if we be thankful, 
Omirt not alſo thy thankfulneſlc 
to good men, not onely to ſuch, 
who have been the Archircts 
of rhy comfort, but even to 
thoſe , who though they have 
built nothing, have borne bur- 
thens towards thy recovery. 
Tim. Goe on I pray in your good 
counſell. 
Phil. Afociate thy felf with 
men of afflited minds, with 


whom thou mayft expend thy 
time 
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- | time, to thine and their beſt ad- 
vantage, O how excellently did 
- | Paul comply with Aquils and 
s | Priſcilla! As. iheir hearts a- 

grecd in the generall profefſi- 

2 | onof Picty, ſo their hands met 

: in the trade of *Text-makers,they . AQ183. 
- | abode and wrought together, - 

* | being of the ſame occupation. 

| Thus Icountall wowndedconſcien- 

| ces of the ſame company, and 

| may mutually reap comfort one 

by another, Onely here is the 
difference : they (poore ſoules) 

are ſtill bound to their hard task 

and trade, whiiſt thou (happy 

man) haſt thy Indentures cancel- 

led, and being free of that Profeſ- 

ſooy, art able ro inſtruc others 
therein. 

Tim. What inſtructions maſt 1 
commend unto them ? 

Phil. Even the ſame comfort, 
wherewith thou thy ſelfe was * com- *:Cor.1.4, 
forted of God: with yay 
them 


Y 
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them what God hath done for thy 
ſoule;and with Peter,being ſtrong 
*lrengthen thy brethren: conceive 
thy 1clte like Foſeph, therefore 
ſemt before, and ſold1nto the Feype 
ot a weunded conſcience, (where thy 
feet were hurt in the ſtocks, the irons 
entered into thy ſoule ) that thou 
mighteſt provide food for the fa- 
mine of others, and eſpecially be 
a purveyor of comfort for thofe 
thy bretheren,which afterwards 
ſhall follow thee down into the 
{ame dolefull condition. 

Tim. What elſe muſt I doe for 
my afflicted bretheres ? 

Phil. Pray heartily to God in 
their behalfe: When David bad 
prayed , Pſal. 25. 2. 0myGod 1 
truſt in thee, let me not be aſhamed, 
In the next verſe (as if conſcious 
ro himſelf, that his prayers were 
too reftriaive, narrow, and ni- 
gardly ) he cnlargeth the bounds 
thereof, and builds them ona 
broader 
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broader botromezyealer nowethas = 
wait on thee be aſhamed : Let cha- 
rity in thy devotions have Recho- 
both, roome cnough : beware of 
pent Petitions confined to thy 
private govd, but cxtend hem 
to all Gods ſervants, but cſpeci- 
ally all wounded conſciences, | 

Tim. Muſt I »ot «jo <9 for 
thoſe ſervants of God, which hither- 
#0 have not been woundcd ## con- 
ence ? 

Phil. Yes verily, that God 
would kcepe them from, or cure 
them in the exquiſite trormear 
thereof : Beggars when the 
crave an almes, conſtantly uſe 
one main motive, that the per- 
ſon of whom they beg may be 
preſerved. from that miſery, 
whercot they themſelves have 
had wofull experience : If they 
be blind, they cry, Maſter, God 
bleſſe your eye fight; if lame, God 
bleſſe your limbs ,it undone by ca- 

L ſual{ 


- 


*Job. 5. bring* Chrifts caution ; Bebeid 
14. thou 
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fuall burning, God bleſſe you and 
ours from | fire, Chriſt, though 
his perſon be now —_ in 
heaven, yct he is ſtill ſubjet by 
ſymparhy of his Saints on earth, 
ro hunger, nakednes, impriſons 
ment, and a woanded conſcience, 
and ſo may ftand inneed of fee- 
ding, cloathing, viſiting, com- 
forting, and curing : Now when 
thou prayeſt ro Chriſt, for any 
favour, it isa good plea to urge, 
edge, and enforce rhy requeſt 
withall, Zord grant me ſuch or ſach 
a grace, and or when, rhow Lord, 
in thy myſlicaff s, newer be 
tortared and tormented with the a- 
gm of s weunded conſcience, 
the deepeſt diftreſſe thereof . 
Tim. How maſt Tbehave my ſelf 
for thetimetocome? 
Phil. Walke hambly before 
God, and carcfylly ayoid the 
ſmalleſt fiance, alwaics remem- 
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 thoware made whole, fine na mare, = 
left « worſe thing come amo thee, 


” —_— 
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X X. Dialogue. 

Whether one cured « wounded 

Conſcience, 'be ſubje&} to a re- 
lapſe. 


Tim. Ay 4 man ore pet - 
fedtly healed of « 
wounded cvntcicnce,md for ſore 
yeares in practable pojſeſiion of com- 
fort,afierwasds fell backints his far- 
mer diſeaſt ? | 
Ph4l. Nothing appeares in 
Scripture or reaſon to the con- 
trary, though examples of reall 
relapſcs are very.rare, becauſe 
Gods ſetvancs are carefullto a- 
void finnc, the cauſethercof,and 
beiag once burnt therewith,ever 
after dread the fire of a wounded 
conſcience. ; 
L 2 Tim, 
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fuall burning, Ged Heſſe you and 
ours from | fire, Chriſt, though 
his perſon be now glorifyed in 
heaven, yet he is ſtill ſubjet by 
ſymparhy of his Saints on carth, 
ro hunger, nakednes, impriſons 
ment, and a woapded conſcience, 
and ſo may ftand in need of fee- 
ding, cloarhing, viſiting, com- 
forting, and curing : Now when 
thou prayeſt ro Chriſt, for any 
favour, it isa good plca to urge, 
edge, and enforce thy requeſt 
withall, Zord grant me ſuch or ſach 
a grace, aud or whos rhou Lord, 
in thy myſticafl s, never be 
tortared and tormented with the a- 
$991 of 4 weunded confcience, 

f 


mthe deepeſt diftireſſe thereof . 


Tim. How moſt [behavemy ſelf 


for the timetocome? 
phil. Walke hambly before 
God, and carcfylly avoid the 
ſmalleſt fiane, alwaies remem- 
bring* Chrifts caution ; __ 
F 
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left « worſe thing cone amo thee. 


A— 
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X X. Dialogue. : 

Whether one cured « wounded 
Conſcience, ' be ſubje&+ to a re- 
lapſe. 


Tim. Ay 4 man,one per - 
feitly healed of « 
wounded countcience,avd for ſome 
yeares in practable pojſeſiion of com- 
fort,afierwayd fell back into his far- 
mer diſeaſt ? 
Phil,” Nothing appeares in 
Scripture or reaſon to the con- 
trary, though cxamples of reall 
relapſes are very. rare, becauſe 
Gods ſervancs are carefullto a- 
void finne, the cauſethereof,und 
beiag once burnt therewith,ever 
after dread the fire of a wownded! 


conſcience. 
L 2 Tim, 
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ſpeake peace wnto 


'TheCanſe and: Care \« 
Tim. Why tall y0d it a relapſe.” 
Phil. To. diſtinguiſh. ir -trom 

thole relapſes more uſuall and 
obvious, whereby ſuch”, who 
have ſnatcht comfort, before 
God gave ir them, on ſerious 
confideration, that they had 
uſurped that, ro which they had 
no right, fall back again jncothe 
former pit of deſpaire : this is 


improperly termed a relapſe, as| , 


not being a renewing, but a con- 
tinuing oftheir former malady, 
from which, though ſcemingly, 
they wc.re never ſoundly reco- 
yered. | 

Tim. 1s there any intimation in 
Scripture of the poſſibility' of ſuch « 
reall relapſe in Gods ſervants *? 

Phil. There is, when David 
ſaith, Pſal. 85. 8. I will heare what 
God the Lord will ſpeake, for he will 

ws. people, and ts 

is Saint's, but letthem not turn - 
gain to folly : this importeth, 
that 
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that if his Saints twrn 474m to fol- 
ly, which by wofull experience, 
we find- too frequently done, 
God may change by voice, and 
turn his peace, tormerly ſpoken, 
into a warlike defiance to their 
conſcience. 

Tim, But this me thinkes « 4 
diminutionto the majeſty of God, that 
4 man, once compleatly cured of 4 
wounded conſcience, ſhould azainbe 
pained therewith : Let Mounte- 
banks palliat cures break out ag4'n, 
being never ſoundly, but ſuperfict- 
ally healed : He that 15 all in all, 
wever doth hs worke by halves, ſ@ 
that it ſhall be undone afterward. 

Phil. It is not the ſame indi- 
viduall wound in number, but 
the ſame in kind, and perchance 
a deeperin degree: Nor is it a- 
nay ignorance, or falſhood in the 
Surgeon, bur: folly, and fury in 


che Patient, who by commirring 


freſh ſins, cauſerh anew pain in 
theold place, L 3 Tim. 
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Tim. Is ſuch relapſes men are 
only troubled for ſuch ſins, which 
they have run on ſcore ſince their laſt 
recovery from 4 wounded conſcience. 

Phil, Not rhoſe alone, butall 
the finnes which they have come 
mitted, both before, and fince 
their converſion, may be ftarted 
up afreſh in their minds and me- 
mories, and anguiſh and per- 
plex them, with the guilcineſſe 
thereof, 

Tim. Bat thoſe innes were for - 
merly fully forgiven, end the par don 
thereof ſolemnly ſealed, end efſured 
wnts them, and can the guilt of the 
ſame recoile again npen hor Cenſcie 
ences ? 

Phil. I will not diſpute what 
God may do in the firicnes of 
his juſtice : Such Seales, though | 
ſtill Randing firm&faſt in them. 
ſclves, may notwithſtanding 
breake off, and fly open inthe 
fecling ofthe fick ſoule : He _ 


P. 


9” PONI Fa Ta. 
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be ready to conceive with him+ 


ſclfc,thar as*Shimez,though once * 1 Kin; 


forgiven his railing on D 
was afterwards cxecutcd forthe 
ſame offence, thqugh upon his 
committing of a new tranſgreſ- 
ſion, following his ſervants ro 
Gath, againſt the flat command 
of the King : So Gad, upon his 
committing of new treſpaſles , 
may juſtly take occaſion to pu. 
niſh all former offences, yeain 
his apprehenſion, the very toun- 
dation of his faich may be ſha- 
ken,all his former title ro heayen 
brought jnro queſtion, and he 
tormented withthe confiderati- 
on that he wasnever a truechild 
of God, | 
Tim. What remedies doe you 
commend to ſuch ſaules in relapſes ? 
Phil. Even the (clfe-ſame re- 
ceipts which [I firſt preſcribed to 
wounded conſciences,ghe very lame 
Promiſes, Precepts, Comforts, 


L4 Coun: 


31 


2, 44. 


* 
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Counſels,Cautions. Oncly as 
Facob the ſecond time that his 


fonnes went downe intro * Egypr, 


commanded them to carry dou- 
ble money in their hands, fo I 
wou'd adyiſe ſuch to apply the 
former remedies with double 
diligence, double watchfulnes, 
double induſtrie , becauſe the 
malignity of a diſcaſe is riveted 
firmer and deeper ina relapſe. 


X X I. Dialogue. 


Whether it be lawfull to pray 


for, or to pray againſt, or to 
praiſe God for a Wounded 


conſcience. 


Tim. W Sit lawful for a man to 
pray to God to viſit him 

with a wounded conſcience? 
Phil, He may and myſt pray 
to haye his high and hard heart, 


truly | 


of 
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the fight and ſenſe of his fianes, 
and with unfained ſorrow for 
the ſame : but may not cxpli- 
citely, and dire&ly pray for a 
wounded conſcieuce, inthe higheſt 
degree, and extremity there- 
of. 
Tim. Why interpoſe you thoſe 
termes explicitely and directly 2 

Phil. Becauſe implicitly,and by 
conſequence, one may pray for 
a wounded Conſcience : Namely, 
when he ſubmits himſelte to be 
diſpoſed by Gods pleaſure, re- 
terring the particulars thereof, 
wholly to his infinite wiſedeme, 
rendring, as I may ſay, a blank 
paper to God in his Prayers, and 
requeſting him to write therein 
what particulars hee pleaſes ; 
| therein generally, and by con- 
| ſequence he may pray fora 
wounded Conſcience, incaſe,, God 
ſces the ſame, for his owne glo- 


ry 


truly humbled,and bruiſed with - 
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,and the partics good , other- 
= direAly he may not pray 
for it, , 

Tim. How prove you the ſame ? 

Phil. Firſt, becauſe a wounded 
Conſcience is a judgement, and 
one of the ſoreſt, as the reſem- 
blance of the trorments of hell. 
Now it iS not Congruous to na- 
ture, or grace, foraman to be 
a free, and aQive inſtrument, 
purpolcly to pull downe upon 
himſelfe, the greateſt evill thar 
can befal him znthis worl&. Se- 
condly, we have neither direRi- 
on, nor preſident of any Sejzt, 
— in Gods wordta juſtt- | 
fic and warrant ſuch prayers. | 
Laſtly, ' though praying fora 
—_— Conſctence may ſeeminge | 
ly fccat of pretended bumility, 
ir dath really and rankly ſavour 
of pride, limiting the holy one of 
Iſrael. Ir ill becoming the pati- 
cnt to preſcribe to bis bewen'y 

x 
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Phyfitjan, what kind ofP hyſicke 
he (ball miniſter unto him, 

Tim, But we may pray for all 
meanes to increaſe grace in us, and 
therefore may pray for « wounded 
Conſcience, ſeeing thereby, at laſt, 
piety is imeproveda in Gods Ser- 
VABLS. 

Phil. We may pray for and 
make uſe of all means, whereby 
grace is increaſed: Namely, 
fuch means, as by God are ap- 
pointed tor that purpoſe, and 
therefore, by virtue of Godsin- 
ſtitution, have both a proporti- 
| onablenefſe, and attendency, in 
order thereunto. Bur properly 
thoſe thingsare not means,oror- 
dained by God, forthe increaſe 
of picty,which are only acciden- 
tally over-ruled to that end, by 
Gods power, againſt the inten- 
tion and inclination of the things 
themſelves. Such is a wounded 
Conſcience, being alwayes _ 

y 
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ally an evill of puniſhment, and 
ro0 often occafionally an cvill 
of ſinne : The Byas whereof doth 
bend and bow to badnefle ; 
though over-ruled by the' aim 
of Gods Eye, and ftrength of his 
Arme, it may bring men to the 
marke of more grace, and good- 
neſſe. God can, and will ex- 
tra light out of darkneſſe. good 
out of evill , order out of confuſt- 
on, and comfort out of a wounded 
conſcience: And yet darkneſſe,evill, 
co: fuſion, &c. are not to be pray- 
cd tor, 

Tim. But «4 wounded conſci- 
ence, in Gods children, infallibly 
. ends in comfort here, or glory here - 

after, and therefore is toe efired, 

Phil. Though the ultimate 


end of a wounded conſcience winds 


off in comfort,yer it brings with 
it many intermediate miſchiefs' 
and maladies, eſpecially as ma- 


raged by humane corruption: 


Namely 


time,blaſphemy ; which a Saint 


vention , queſtionleſſe we may 
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Namely, dulncſle in divine fer. 
vice, impaticnce, taking Gods 
name in yaine, deſpaire tor the 


ſhould decline,not defire, ſhun, 
not ſeek , not purſue, but avoid, 
with his utmoRt endeavours. 
Tim. 1s it lawfull poſitively to 

pray againſt « wounded conici- 
ence © 

Phil.It-is, as appeares from an 
argument taken from the Icfler 
ro the greater, It a man may 
pray againſt pinching poverty, 
as wiſc * Ag#r did; then may he *Pro. 30.8 
much more againſt a wounded 
conſcience, as a tar heavier judge- 
ment, - Secondly , if Gods ſer- 
vants may pray for cafe under 
their burthens, whereof we {ce 
divers particulars in that * wor- «,x;ogss. 
thy prayer of Solomon ; I ſay, if 33: 
we pray to God to remove a 
leſſer judgement by way of ſub- 


be. 
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beſcech him to deliver us from 
the great evill of a wounded con- 
ſcience, by way of prevention, 

Tim. May one lawfully praiſe 
God, for viſiting bim with a woun- 
ded conſcience ? 

Phil, Yes verily, Firſt, be- 


* r Ther, Cauſe it iS agreeable to the * will 


of God, inevery thing #3 be ehank- 


Eph. 5- full, here is a generall rule,with- 
PCI. 1-3, Out limitation. Sccondly, be- 
22-®145- cauſe the end, why God makes 


any work, is his owne glory, 
and a wounded conſcience being a 
work of God, he muſt be glori- 
fied in ir, eſpecially ſeeing God 
ſhews much mercy therein, 8s 
being a puniſhmenr on this fide 
of hell fire, and lefſe then our de- 
ſerts. As alſo, becauſe he hath 
gracious intentiongtowards the 
fick ſoule for the preſent, and 
when the maladie 1s over, the 
patient ſhall treely confeſſc,thar 


it is good for him _——_— 
eflicted 


| 
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flifed. Happy then that ſoule, 
whoyin the lacid intervals of a 
wounded conſcience can praiſe 
God for the ſame. Auſ#k is 
ſweeteſt neere, or over Rivers, 
where the Eccho thereof is beſt 
rebounded by the water. Praiſe 
tor. penfiveneſſe , thanks for 
teares,and bleſſing God overthe 
| flouds of afflition , makes the 
moſt melodious Muſick in che 
care of heayen. 


: 
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The conelaften of the Author cothe 
k 17 <1 Rendare: i; 7; 

-\ Nd now God knows how ſoon it may 
=; - A be ſaid unto me, Phyſitian beale thy 
OY ſelfe, and how quickly I ſhall ſtand 
in need of theſe counſels , which I have pre- 
» ſcribed to others. Herein I ſay with EL to 
152n. 3. *5amuel, It u the Lord,let bim do what ſeem- 


- eth bim goed: Wich * David to Zadock,Bebold 
2SABIF yore 7 amet bins ds to-me as ſeemeth good wun- 


26. to bim, With the* Diſciples to Paul,The will of 
Ads, 21. ;þe Lord be done;ButOh how caficit js for the 
I4. mouth to pronounce, or the hand to lTybſcribe 


theſe words !Bur how hard, yea without Gods 
rce, how impoſſible, for the heart to ſubmit 

. wv ey Oaly hereof I ara confident, that 

the making of this Treatiſe, ſhall no wayes 

cauſe orhaſten a wounded conſcience in me, 

bur rather onthe contrary ( eſpecially if as ir 

is written by me, it were written in me) either 

preventir , that ir come nor arall, or deferte ir 

that it come not ſo ſoon, or lighten it, chat ir 

fall not fo heavy, or ſhorten it that it laſt nor 

ſolong. Andif God ſhall be pleaſed hereaf- 

4 ter to write * bitter things againſt me, who 
Job.13.26 pave here wrinen the ſweereft comforts I could 
for others, let none infule on my ſorrowes ; 

Bur whilſt my wounded conſcience ſhall lye 

*ARs like the * Criple, at the Porch of the temple, 
32+ may ſuch as paſſe by be pleaſed ro pitcy me, & 
permit this Booke 'to beg in my behalfe, the 

charicable prayers of well diſpoſed People; 

rill divine Providence, ſhall ſend ſome Peter, 

ſome pious miniſter, perfeQly ro reftore my 

maimed ſouleto her former ſoundnes, Amen. 

FINIS, 


